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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


ut ( 300 Martin Building 
Birmingham 3, Alabama 
JES February 9, 1944 


Director, FBI 


Reuse OF CURRENCY I 


rae weet Lay TRANSMISSION OF 
CODE MESSAGES” = 


Dear Sir; 


On February 4, 1944, Lt. NOLAN KAMMER, Office 
of Naval Intelligence, Mobile, Alabama, furnished a communication 
dated February 1, 1944 markea "Genfidentiel! supplied his office 
by headquarters, Bighth Naval District, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
calling attention to the fact that United States bills can be rather 
easily split in two allowing the concealment of secret messages 
between the two halves, The’above mentioned communication also con= 
tains a photograph designed to illustrate the above procedure, 


Although the Bureau is undoubtedly in possession 


of such information, the communication as furnished this office is 
transmitted herewith for informational purposes, 


Very truly yours, 


we BK Braun Ss aa 


at D, K. BROWN, sac 
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~~ Javeeply address not the 
signer of this letter, but 
Commandant, Eighth Naval 


District, Federal Building, 
New Orleans, No. 12, La. Heapevarrers Krerre Navan Disrrior 


FEDERAL BUILDING 


Refer to No. 
NEW ORLEANS, NO. 12, LA. 


A6-2/B-7=A 


ND8/16:TDA3 jph 92207 , ] FEB 1944 


Serial No. I~ 


To: All Naval Intelligence Offices, ND8 
Subj: Currency - Use of in Transmitting Code Messages. 


1. Pictured below is the "inside!t of a "split" dollar bill upon which an 
encoded wessage was written in ink, whereupon the halves of the bill were 
pasted together again, thereby concealing the message completely. ‘The only 
way to uncover such messages is to examine currency carefully. Close 
scrutiny of bills, particularly the edges, will disclose whether they have 
been split. 


2. The method illustrated has obvious advantages for enemy couriers, and 
to combat it successfully vigilance on the part of officials concerned with 
the examination of currency brought into or taken out of the U.S. is re~ 
quired, Extra copies hereof are enclosed for distribution to proper and 
interested government agencies. Additional copies will be furnished upon 
request. 


District Intelligence Officer 
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IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO February 8, 1944 


FILE NO. 
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—« Hederal Bureau of Investination 


Untied States Deparment of Justice 
1308. Masonic Temple Building 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana 
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Director, FBI 
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Re: Dioner MESSAGES ON CURRENCY 


Dear Sir: 


There is being attached hereto a letter distributed 
by District Intelligence Officer for the Eighth Naval District, 
which carries a photograph of a teplitm one dollar bill on which 
@ message had been concealed, as 


Very truly yours, 
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With your letier of Februar 19), I received the piece of 


letter 
accordance with your request, this matser is bein: kept strictly confidential. 


Further reference is made to your let:er of March 2, 1941, with 


The FBI Laboratory is not in possession of any additional 
possibilities in the use of this method of secret writing. 


Sincerely yours, 
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CO; MUNISATIONS SECTION 
MAR 2h 19lh FM 


ey CC-287a Mr. Tolson 
JAHN EDGAR HOOVER ( 
s~<°* pr cToR { Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 
+? Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey 


Federal Rurean of Investination 
Mr. Glavin 


United States Repartment of Justice : Mr. Ladd 
* Mr. Nichols 
Washington, DB. C. Ais cauwews 
March 14, 1944 Mr, Tracy__ 
RHC : ANIC Mr. Carson__ 
£o-Gorye Mr. Harbo 
. Mr. Hendon 
MEMORANDUM FOR HP. COFFEY 4% Mr. Mumford 
Mr. Piper 
Re: Secret Ink Research. Mr. Starke 
Interim HXeport- Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
-Tele. Room 
In connection with the current Crown and Altschuler wr. Nease 
cases, experiments done tend to prove the secret ink used was Mies Beahm 
a considerable concentration, estimated at about yiss Gandy bi Per CIA 
E 


7.55 in tne Altschuler and 5% in the Crown. 


Ho work on the current projects was done during February. 
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“an : Ab 3 4 
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Mr, E. A.. Tamm_ 
= . _ : Mr. Clegg bic 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Coffey 


United States Department of Justies es Seale 
Ts: a 
Washington, A. C. Mr, Nichols 
January 24, 1944 Mr. Rosen, , 
Mr. Tracy | 
Mr. Acers | 
CON. JAL Mr. Carson 
; Mr. Harbo i 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NICHO Mr. Hendon | 
} Mr. Mumford 
KO = boy Res Secret Ink Messages Mr. Starke 


51CTitboos Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 


Tele. Room 


A comment by the Laboratory has been noted on [ secret a ae 
ink message received Januery 21, 1944, from SIS Number 54 at Kefok 
Lima, Peru, to the effect that the type of ink used is no longer AAMAS 
considered secure as it is believed that censorship can develop same without 
altering the original and recommends that this Agent discontinue employing 


this ink except under absolute necessity, and instructed that he sho . 
discard’ the pills used to prepare it. fart 
A 


I believe that all SIS Agents who have a particular ink which “a 
should be discontinued should be advised by the fastest means of communicatio va 
a8 Soon as it is determined that the ink is not satisfactory for any reason 
and they should be furnished through another Agent who is departing for 
assignment and who will be in a position to contact the Agent with the out- 
of~date ink method to take a new and secure type of ink and furnish instructions 
in the proper use of same to that Agent. 


RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the Laboratory in the future 
communicate by cable with Agents who have inks which are later determined to 
be insecure as soon as it is determined the ink is insecure and instruct the 
Agent not to use same. It is also recommended that arrangements be made so 
that the next Agent who is departing on assignment and -will be in a position 
to contact the Agent with the out-of-date ink be given a supply of new ink 
and instructed so that he may advise the Agent in the proper technique in 
using the new ink. It is also recommended that a thorough survey be made by 
the Laboratory inmediately to determine whether any Agents now have insecure al 
inks and that they be appropriately advised by cable not to use same. vet 
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RADIOORAM ~ DEFERRED 
RE: SECRET INK ~ CHILE ADHINTSTRATIVE 


INSTRUCT NO. 15h AND HO. 6% TO DISCONTINUE USE OF SECRET INKS GIVEN 
THEM AT BUREAU. — | 
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Sederal Bureau of Investigation 
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United States Department of Justice 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 172. COPPLY [ 


Mr. Quinn Tamm_ | 
“Tele, Room’ 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 


“eference is made to the momorendun of I'r. P. Ae Larmoyeux 
for .‘re lichols dated January 24, 1944 which noted the laboratory's 
comments on the-nyraridon sccret ink messa re reosived January 21, 
1944 from SIS #54 at Lima, Peru as follows: "The type of ink used 
is no lonser considered secure as it is believed that Censorship rt 
can devclLop the sane without altering the ori-inals and it is recom 
vended that this arent discontinue employing this ink except under 
absolute necessity, and tnat lle discard the vills used to prepare it." 


; It was stated in the reference memorandum that it was the belief 
of the writer that under the above conditions all SIS Asents involved 
should be advised bv the quickest way'and that the ink to replace the 
obsolete one should be sent along to the Agent with a departins Avent ' 
who could furish instructions in its use. It was according Is: recomended 
that such procedure be adopted and that an immediate thorourh survey be 
nade by the laboratory to determine any other Avents in the same nosition. 
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On the day that the subject messaze from SIS #54 was received a ; 
survey was sade in which it was determined that ‘the following men who have’ 


jer been instructed only in the pyramidon method of secret ink writins were Fd 


yw Ropert WT. Wall v 


At this time .r. . D. Auerbach of SIS was contacted telephonically 
and advised of the situation, which he stated vould be handled im.ediateLly. 
No arrangements were made at this tine » however, as to supplying this azent 
- with 2 substitute secret ink nethod before his return to the Laboratory for 
retraining. Althoush it is believed that supervision by laboratory personnel 
of secret ink trainins is by far the most desirable » the laboratory is ina 
position to supply an anpropriate secret ink method to an agent who might carry, 
OPVICTORY] tt along to be imparted to another avzent, should sucha proceiure be pa 
wae 
a : 


requested ly STS. ) yy, “ 
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Hedteral Bureau of Investigation E 
United States Department of Justice sae oe 
r. Lad 
Washington, B. d. Mr, Nicho 
vay. Rosen 
February 28, 1944 , Mr, Tracy 
j Mr. Carsol 
M?. Harbe 
Mr. Hendo 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CLEGG - 5256 Mr. MeGui 
Mr. Mumfe 
ey Mr. Piper 
; Mr. Quinz 
Reference is made to your memorandum of February Tela. Ree 
22, 1944, dealing with a proposed list of subjects to be Mek Neaee 
given by George Washington University which included secret Miss Beat 
inks and the chemistry of secret writings. If it can be. Miss Gand 
handled without becoming too much involved, it is believe 
ighly desirable to discourage the teaching of such a course 


for tHe -PesSons set forth below. 
— ARS STRELA I AES el VO SAPS AO LESTE LLORES 
1. The information in this field to be of any value to 
a person working on such material involves the disclosure of con- 
fidential information which might get into the wrong hands. 


2. There would be no adequate control over who took 


~, the course. 


tae 


3. Those persons who are legitimately working with such 
material at the present time are by and large already employed by 
one of the Government: agencies doing confidential work and are 
probably far ahead of Prevedin in the subject matter. 


Very truly yours, 


29 MAR 211944 


’ The George Washington 


University + School of Engineering 


Announces Fifteen-week War Training Courses in 
MANAGEMENT 


SCIENCE y 
Beginning Fanuary 3, 1944 


ENGINEERING ; 


Recent high school graduates, women, and older men are trained in much 


needed wartime skills. 


Inservice training is given those now in war work to fit them for more highly 
skilled jobs, 


Elements of Interior Ballistics 
Elements of Radio Communication 
Elements of Sanitary Engineering 
Engineering Fundamentals (Jr. Engi- 
neer—Supplemental) Part If 
Engineering Instruments 
Fundamentals of Ultra-high-frequency 


Advanced Air Conditioning 

Advanced Engineering Mathematics 
Advanced Mechanical Drawing 
Advanced Radio Communication 
Advanced Reinforced Concrete Design 
Advanced Tool Engineering 

Aircraft Instruments 


Applied Hydraulics Radio 
Calculus for Engineering and Research General Engineering Drafting 
Personnel Heating, Ventilating, and Elements of 
Cartography Air Conditioning 
Circuit Analysis by Operational illumination 
Methods Introduction to Naval Architecture 


Combustion Engines Introductory Engineering Mathematics 


Electrical Engineering—Introduction (Inservice) 
Electrical Engineering—Review Laboratory and Industrial Applications 
Electrical Motor Applications and’ of Optics 


Control Map and Chart Projections 
_ Elementary Electricity and Magnetism Marine Engineering 
Elementary Mathematics for Engineer- Metal Components of Engineering 


- ing Computations ; 


ee ON ca nat SNE BRITTO 


Naval Architecture 

Ordnance Materiel 

Photogrammetry 

Plane Trigonometry 

Principles of Electricity 

Principles of RadiomPart 1 

Principles of Radio—Part If 

Problems in Practical Radio Engineer- 
ing—Part J 

Problems in Practical Radio Engineet- 
ing—Part II (Advanced) 

Production Engineering ( stressing the 
limitations of manufacturing meth- 
ods) 

Radio Communication Laboratory— 
Part II 

Small Arms Weapons 

Theeretical Hydraulics 

Theory of Reinforced Concrete Design 

Topographic Drafting 


Feit mere rn aes) ONE NNS OLE DAR TEE 


New Courses Already Suggested, to begin May 1, 1944 and ‘end duguet 11, 19¢4, ; 


Aircraft Radio ilethods of Applied 
Diesel Engines ; 
Invisible Inks, their 
Chemistry end Use in 
Cryptography : 
Library Techniques for 
Research Personnel in 
Physica and Engineering 


Plastics 


Additional Suggestions from Department or Bureau 
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- : ENCI Acune | 


Advanced Methematics 


Petroleum Geophysics 


(please name) 
eee oon 


- - 
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FOO? 9:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. on December 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 31. 


- Tuition: Tuition is paid by the United States Government. 


Hours: All classes are held in the evening between 7:00 and 10:30 on a part-time basis. 


This Program is offered by the University in cooperation with the United States Office of Education. 
Registration and courses are subject to the approval of the Office of Education. 


For information and registration apply to 
Proressor Franx A. Hrrcucock, Room 306 
Sreconp Froor, Corcoran Hart ; 725 21st Street, N. W. 
NATIONAL 5200, EXTENSIONS 247 AND 255 


Please Post on Your Bulletin Board 
G0-664- 26€ - 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


L2-1150 March 4, 1944 
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MEMORANDUM FOR Mr. CBs Marron i 


Mea 


ee 
= 
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SUBJECT: Secret Writing 


According to a source we believe to be reliable 
agents in the U.S. have transmitted messages to Spain by 
meens of invisible ink according to the following formla: 


Dilute one tablet of aminopyrine (or amidopyrine) in a 
small quantity of alcohol, gin, wiiskey, kirsch, vodka, ete. 
(minimum strength: 40 to 45%). This mixture is applied to 
% writing paper by means of cotton wound around a small sticke 
The paper is then dipped in the alcohol product used, (pure 
without the aminopyrine). It is then placed on a glass, writing 
down, @ newspaper placed on it and left to dry for 6 or 8 
hours. The clear message is written on the other side of 
the oaper between the lines of the secret writing... 


e While this is for your information, we would appreciate 
wef any comments you can give us concerning this ink and its use. 

Is there any evidence of this ink having been used by German 
agents here a elsewhere? 
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: Office Nieman ° UNITED a Ae ee 
Ve 


me CDM:mkm 
\, To : Mr. D. M. Ladd DATE: = March 2 


FROM : C. D. Marron 
supject: sacrat WRITING a ¢ 


Reference is made to the memorandum of Mr. Horace W. Peters 
Office of Strategic Services, dated March 4, 1944 in the above captioned mbit 
Reference is also made to the request of Mr. Coffey, who desired to know t 
names and addresses of the German agents referred to in paragraph one of t 
referenced memorandum. 


Mr. Ladd.......--..-- 
My. Nichols --...---.- 


Mr. Carson -......--- 
Mr. Gondon......---- 
Mr. Mumford ._...--- 


This is to advise that this matter was discussed with Mr. Dunn, 
in Mr. Peters' absence, and upon checking into the matter, Mr. Dunn stated that 
the information which they received from abroad was just to the effect that such 
secret writing had been used by German agents. No agents were mentioned, nor 
any further information to describe or identify same. Mr. Dunn stated that the 
statement did not mean to infer that there are presently working in the United 
States German agents, but that this reference probably referred to some case in 
the past. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER = Mr. E. A. Tamm 


DIRECTOR 


Laboratory personnel and the Censorship laboratory since December 13 5 AB 


Mr. Clegg 
Hederal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Glavin 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Ladd 


Mr Nichols. 


Washingtan, B. C. Mr. Rosen 
darch 23, 1944 Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Acers 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Harbo 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CCFFR Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Mumford ; 
Re: Censorship Contacts Mr. Starke 
[ Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Tele, Room 
Mr. Nease 
Mr. Wolgemuth and Dr. Pierce of the Office of Misa Beata 
Censorship were brought to the Laboratory on March 20, 1944, Miss Gandy 


by Mr. Isaacs of the Security Division, at which time they 
- ed, to Mr. Magee and myself the first instance in which 

ethylene blue pencil secret ink method has been found. 
mis Seer Sage was on the back of a letter addres to b7E 
Mrs. rau oom at Fairfield, Connecticut, from Pact et dlenan in 
Ruenos Aj : 


Ye were advised that this message was found quite by 
accident due to the fact that the "carbon" used was too heavy and 
the writing could actually be seen on the back of the letter, 


Other than this visit no contacts have been had by the 


Respectfully, 


D. J. Parsons 
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FICE OF STRATEGIC anv 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


12-1155 March 13, 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR Mr. 0. (SyspHNegrron Z 


SUBJECT: 0 Secret Writing 


The attached Memorandum contains information which 
may be of interest to your office. 


Attachment 
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MEMORANDUM 


SUBJECT: Secret Writing OX 
. hae, 


According to a reliable source, the following means of trans~ 
mitting messages by secret ink have been given to certain German 
agents: — 


This consisted of small pellets, made up by mixing wax and 
white or red pitch ("poix blanche ou de Bourgogne"). These 
pellets soften when warmed in ‘he palm of the hand, and it is 
thus possible to fix the pellet to the end of a matchstick. One 
writes quite normally, as with a pencil, in capitals, and on 
paper previously prepared by rubbing it with cotton wool. The 
text is revealed by sprinkling previously warmed powdered 


charcoal on to the paper; the charcoal then sticks to the wax 
letteringse . 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER C-287 © Mr. Tolson_ 
DIRECTOR Mr. E. A. Tamm, 


Mr. Clegg 
Hederal Bureau of Investigation Mr, Coffey 
. Mr. Glavin 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Ladd 
Washington, B. a. Be, Neko 
Mr. Rosen 
January 6, 1944 Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Acers 
. Mr. Carson 
A Mr. Harbo 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COFFE Mr. Hendon 
; Mr. Mumford 
re: Secret Ink examinations of Mr. Starke 
Censorship material. Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 


Tele. Room 


Mr. Nease 
In order to properly proceed with secret ink Mise Beakm 


examinations on letters sent to us by U. S. Censorship, it 
is imperative that we know whether Censorship has conduc 
chemical tests on the letters, and if so what results they ' 
obtained. The only information available at the present time under 
the existing system is that which appears in Censorship submission 
slips. Unfortunately those letters not submitted to Censorships 
laboratory as well as letters submitted to the Censorship laboratory 
and treated with negative results, contain no information at all 
concerning testing or absence of testing. Only in those instances 
where a message has been developed do we receive a report within 

the submission slip. I therefore wish to make the following 
recommendation. 


Recommendations 


It is recommended that the Bureau endeavour to have 

U. S. Censorship submit with every letter sent over here a statement 

as to whether it has been treated for secret ink and if so, the 

results of such treatment. If a submission slip exists we would like oY. 

to receive that with the original letter. (} 
I also wish to recommend that it be called to the 

attention of all of the supervisors in Division Five the importance 

of forwarding this information should it come to them along with 

the letter sent over by censorship in order that this information 

may be at hand at the time the examination in the laboratory is 
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United States Department af Justice ah eae 
; Washington, B. C. Mr. Nichols 
| Mr. Rosen 
t January 26, 1944 Mr. Tracy 


Mr. Acers. 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Harbo Pee 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. De.Me LADD. ‘Mr. Hendon_ 
0. Mr. Mumford___ 
RE: “SECRET INK EXAMINATIONS OF Mr. Starke 
CENSORSHIP MATERIAL Mr. Quinn Tamm, 
Tele. Room 
Reference is made to the memorandum of Mre T, D. Beach of Mr. Nease 


i 

| the Bureau Laboratory. dated January. 65.1944, which sets out the necessity;., Beahu 

for the Bureau Laboratory learning whether or nota letter forwarded wis, Gandy. 

to the Bureau from the Office of Censorship has previously been tested. 

fe It states that the letters submitted by Censorship contain no information at aIl regarding 
testing or the absence of testinge 


} 
i 
iF A_recommendation was_made.therein thet the Bureau, endeavor to have.Ue Se 
Censorship submit with every letter forwarded a, statement as to. whether it has been 
previously treated for secret ink, and if so, the results of. such..treatmentee 
| In an effort to comply with this request, Censorship has informed Supervisor 
. We Je Powell that all communications handled. by Censorship for sééret ink examinations 
i have a symbol on the envelope which reflects the type of examination conducted. The 
following symbols are used by Censorship, and it is suggested that the Bureau Laboratory 
become acquainted with these symbols so that Laboratory technicians will have knowledge 
of the type of examination which the letter was submitted to by the Censorship chemists: 
! 
te Smali_lead pencil dots on the front and back of the envelope are used to 
indicate the degree, of testing which the letter hag undergone. 


&e Letters examined visually in the secret ink laboratory but not sub- .°' \ 


mitted to ultra violet or chemical tests will be. marked with one 
small. dot on the top.center of the front of the envelope. 

be Letters that have been examined under ultra violet _only will be a 
marked with one small dot onthe. bottom. center of the front of 
the_envelope. 


testing. reagents (numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 8) on one or more pages 
will be marked with two_dots close together in a horizontal, position 
on the bottom center of the front of the envelope, 

de Letters that have been major tested will be marked with two_.dots 


close together in a vertical position on the bottom center of the 


front.of the. envelope. - 
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Memorandum for Mr. D. M, Ladd . = 2 a 


e. Letters that have been examined for micro dots by_steaming, open will 
be marked with one smell _dot_on the bottom center of the back of the 
envelopes 


f. Letters that have been tested for aniline crayon writing will be 
marked with one small dot on the top. center of the back of the 
envelopee 


Censorship has instructed its stations that dots should be made by merely 
pressing the point of the pencil lightly on the envelope with further 
instructions that their dots should be just visible and not large enough 
to arouse suspicion, When two dots are used, the examiner is instructed 
to place them about lmm. apart. 


me 


eae eee 
Of course, the above only takes care of those communications which are being 
treated by Censorship before delivery to the Bureau and the names on the Special Watch 
List will not bear the Censor ship symbol: due to the fact that Censorship by agreement 
will not test these communications. If Censorship does breach the agreement, it will 


presumably be by accident and such breaches should be brought to the attention of the 
Censorship Unit, 


Consorship.has. advised that when a communication is. delivered tothe Bureau 
bearing the above-noted symbols with no additional information that will in effect 
mean that after testing nothing of an affirmative nature was found in the way of 
secret ink, et cetera. If, however, in routine testing, Censorship obtains affirmative 
results, the communication together with the sumiission slip, photographs,of the results, 


et cetera, will be delivered to the Bureau. It “should be kept in mind that this arranges: 


ment will work only on communications falling in Censorship's hands since December 1, 


1943, when the above method of marking envelapes was introduced to the local Censorship 
stationse 


, Regarding the second recommendation of the referenced memorandum that it be 


information regarding existing suimission slips on to the Laboratory, there is attached 
hereto a memorandum for all Section Chiefs in Division 5 covering this recommendations(, 


called to the attention of all Supervisors of Division 5 the importance of ae cacmnays 


It may be mentioned that the addendwn of the referenced memorandum refers to 


‘ the fact that the Laboratory estimates that one letter in every four or five received 


from Censorship has been previously examined by that agency and no information is re- 
ceived concerning treatment. This fact is not unusual inasmuch as the Bureau is 
frequently making requests of Censorship for condemned communications or other com- 
munications to or from individuals not on the watch list which communications, of course, 
would have been given treatment by Censorship, and the fact that no information regarding 


the treatment accompanies the communication simply means that Censorship's examination 
resulted negatively, 


Respéctfully, 


Attachment 


We Je Powell 
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WASHINGTON, D. c. u 
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WEMORANDUM FOR C. Dagwith, Mariegn 


_™ cs Subject: Samples off{Chinese paper and two Japanese newspapers 
NMS t 


é 


I 
| | 
L2-1110 February 1, 1944 . ’ 
ara There is attached samples of Chinese paper and a ee 
= ~ newspapers which Judge N. F.AAllman of this office has obtained for 

your laboratory to use in experimenting with secret inks, 
Inasnuch as Lieutenant Drummond, who attended the previous o 
/ oi, \ session in your laboratory with Judge Allman, has been transferred 
tS N, abroad, will it be agreeable for Mr. Clyde B. Sargent to take his 
‘ place in the meetings to follow? 


Pa Judge Allman states that he does not have a Chinese “camel's 
hair pen but will attempt to procure one if your laboratory does 
‘4 not have them. 


: ‘ orace W,. Peters 
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SAMAY 24 1904 


CC-287 Mr. Tolson 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER t ( Mr. BE. A. Tamm__ 
Mr. Clegg 
: Mr. Glavin 
Federal Burean of Inuestination Mr. Ladd 
« . Nichol 
United States Department of Justice Bry AUTEN ONH ee 
MWashinaton, B. C. Mr. Tracy 


February 3, 19, offey 


Mr. Kramer 
Mr. McGuire 


Mr. Harbo. 
Re: VISIT OF JUDGE ALLMAN AND LIEUTENANT wr. Quinn Tamm__ 


dy Sap DRUMMOND OF OSS ON NOVERMBER 27, 1943 le. 

aig FOR SECRET INK INSTRUCTION ; - anther 
Pe + * r. Nease 

= Reference is made to the memorandum of Mr. Beach to Mr. Miss Beahbm_ 


a Coffey dated January 5, 1944, and to the memorandum of Supervisor Miss Gandy, 
~ Roach dated January 17, 1944 to Mr. Ladd in the. above-captioned matter, =>, 


Attached hereto will be found samples of Chinese paper and two Japanese 
newspapers which were obtained by Judge Ny F. Allman for experimental purposes 
.® by this Laboratory with secret inks. Theh\Chinese Camel's hair pen was not 

: obtained, but it was described as an ordinary Chinese: yiting pen with Camel's 
hair, ordinarily used in writing Chinese characters. er aaa 


"CO 
6 RECOMMENDATION 72 5 te, | TrOMACE: fo! ee 4) 


It is recommended that this information be ine hae Bes brabory 
for their. information. A 


meat “AP ; 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 
United States Pepartownt of Justice 
; Washington, B. C. 
March 29, 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR Mr. Coff, 


RE: Osecret Ink Research; Progress Repors. - 


This memorandum is to advise that no secret ink research 
“was undertaken during the month of March, 


This memorandum is for record purposes and is to be 
placed in the Secret Ink file, #80-604. 


Respectfully, 
y 


DJ. Parsons 
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( ‘ ( ‘C-287a 


’ Mr. Tolson_ 


Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen. 

Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson. 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mumford 

Mr. Piper 
Mr. Starke 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 

Miss Beabm_ 
Miss Gandy 


se 


- JOHN EDGAR HOOVER , "ae 287 . Lol som 
: DIRECTOR 
S & . EL A. Tamm, 
Clegg 
Coffey 
United States Department of Justice - Glavin. 


Ladd 
Washington, A. €. Nichols 
Rosen 
JHM:AWK April 4, 1944 tree 
80-604 . Acers 
Carson 
- Harbo 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COFFEY . Hendon 
. Mumford 
. Starke 


Hederal Burean of Investigation 


Re: Censorship Testing Lethods 


- : ; “ : : : Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
In comection with the fe) examination being 
5 Ba : é Tele. Room 
conducted in the Hickman case, file it was necessary to |. Nase 
inquire of Censorship what chenicals they had placed on some of the, — 


letters Miss Beahm. 
Miss Gandy 


os is ern ae oes aisewmhtte. i 
is 


The following informtion was furnished py Censorship 
as the key to the numbers and letters which appear on their techinal reports: 
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D. J. Parsons 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


RWM: KOB PERSONAL AND CO. 
95-0 April 17, 1944 


Wh, Cersan we cereees 


Mr. Prey hart epaeeecee 


Nir. af Co ire) a ea 


Director, FBI 


Mr. ft he... sere 


tax. peta Lenin... 


Attention: FBI Laboratory 


ITLINE CRAYON 


Res 
3 SECRET WRITING 


hk: Le 


erpartneteer ee 


Dear Sirs 


This office developed the following information from Mr. ALFRED 
S. DONIGER, who is head of the Technical Laboratory of New York Postal Cen- 


sorship, during the investigation of the case entitled "MAX SHULTZ, with 
alias,| | CENSORSHIP MATTERS", New Haven origin. 

Mr. DONIGER advised Agents of the New York Office that he had re- 
ceived from Dr. PEARCE of the Censorship Technical Laboratory in Washington, 
D.C. two indelible pencils which were to be used for aniline crayon secret 
writing. He exhibited to Agents these pencils and it was noted that one is 
an Everhard Faber #705, whereas the other is an Bverhard Faber #740. Sofar 
as Mr. DONIGER knows these are the only pencils on sale in the United States 
that can be used to prepare this type of writing. It is noted however, that 


the Bureau is cognizant of another pencil, namely Everhard Faber Mongol num= 
bers 855 and 955. 


Mr. DONIGER continued by stating that he had one girl presently 
assigned to research matters concerning secret writing with an idelible pen- 
cil and that she had found as a result of this survey some forty or fifty pen- 
cils that can be so used. However, in further conversation Mr. DONIGER ad- 
vised that these pencils were obtained_by the Office of Censorship from the 
various Prisoner of War Camps throughout the United States and they were un- 
doubtedly pencils of.a foreign manufacture. ~ 


It was also learned from Dr. PEARCE that Censorship is attempting 
to develop through the assistance of Eastman Kodak a special sensitized paper 
that can be used to reveal the presence of aniline chemical writing and other 
forms of chemical writing. 


This matter was not fully developed as the material was volunteered 


on the part of the above named people and they did not exhibit readiness BO an tay 


RECORDED 
: ees (802001 Sie Pi 
i "2 IL] 33 apr 20 1944 
of 


mmm ‘ / 
Pye 9 a i " ’ 
rn a oe ae 
Lay a oy aN 4 
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PERSONAL AND CO. 
April 17, 1944 


Res ANILINE CRAYON 
SECRET WRITING 


volunteer complete details. 


only. 


cc | _|feorase) 


This is being furnished to the Bureau for information purpose 


Very truly yours, 


ae 
E. E. CONROY, yy 
SAC 
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| a ty. Corey. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ae, Gavi 
| > tL hala eae { 
| . PERSONAL AND de ee eee 
: 3 8 ite ean 
: March 7, 1944 areas Moo 
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. ao Yoga ara... 

o7 Mre J» Edgar Hoover ae eer 

Director, hth CORY ee 


| 
| 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
| United States Department of Justice 
a Washington, D. C. 
i 
| 


et AA dew! 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


~ The Research end Development Branch of OSS is engaged in 
4 a@ survey of the subject of secret message techniques, in- 

: cluding secret inks. One of the first things being under- 
\ : taken is a study of the present state of the art. In this. 
pp we are inviting and receiving the cooperation -of other in- 

ae : terested agencies. 


2 OS The study of this subject is in the hands of Mr. George 
i A. Richter, Chief Chemist of the Eastman Kodek Company and 
cae @ paper and ink expert of international repute. He is in 
“ charge of this projeet under Division 19, NDRC, on behalf of 
wen the OSSe For security reasons, he works entirely in a se- 
7 cret laboratory. 


ie Since the Federal Bureau of Investigation has accomplish- 
ed valuable laboratory work in the detection and development 
of secret messages, it would be helpful to us if your experience 


t 

t 

} 

| 

c could be made available to Mr. Richter. He will be available 

yO, to visit your laboratory for this purpose if such an arrange-~ 

< ment is agreeable to yous Also, he will be authorized to 

gota give your laboratory the results of some experiments he has ye 

~~ made with v arious kinds of papers and invisible inks. . 

\ Ne ae = 7 7 eer = 

r ° Your favorable consideration of .this propos ai will be 

% 3 greatly appreciated. ied 
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sraxoanditonn'no. ‘x 
. Office Memand dum + UNITED Mes GOVERNMENT 
80-604 

TO > MR EAT DATE: ne, 18, 1944 


FROM : E. P. COFFEY ae: | 


SUBJECT: Secret Ink Proje of Office of Strategic Lae and 
Office of Scientific Research and Development y 


Ad Agent, Marron, of, the Idaison Section, in accordance with previous 


4% 


vray acs aa 


arrangements, brought to my office, this mo 
of. the Eastman Kodak Company, Mr. Arthur. Bg-Lamb, Head of % hemistry, Department 

of, Harvard University, and Dr. Warren 0 .4lothro OP», ] ps ermanent ly essigned + to the Office 
of Scientific 2 Research and Development; and als ‘also. ie, a S bers, the o iiaisonman, in ‘Oss. 


ig Mr.,.George, AWRichter, Chief Chemist 


Mr. Richter, explained, that..0SS.is.interested in secret inks. from, both 
the offensive and det defensive Standpoints, and asked the Office « of Scientific. Research 
and Development to” undertake a project in order ‘to. “produce the best methods for 
detecting the eYienyts seéret— “fnks"and “also. tc to. produce. EW ‘secret inks for. offensive 
wagge The project agreed upon was, however, principally to develop new inks for 
“offensive use by OSS. Shortly after the project was inaugurated the Office of 
Censorship indicated a désire to. to, have. the _ same. “group. do some. research. work. for then, v) 


Mee 


4 “ notably. on. “the, defensive side of secret “ink detection ai and therefore the Office of 


Scientific Research and “Development” has also made an agreement with Censorship for %) 
similar work. 


It was further observed that the agreement with 05S is such that no \ i. 
. Gisclosures concerning. their ultimate findings.on new inks, can, be, made by OSRD ae 
until they have, been screened through OSS. is 
oY 


The research group assembled by OSRD for the purpose includes Mr. Richter, SN: 

Dr. Lamb, and Dr. Lothrop. Some research assignments on the project have already — 

- been given to the Eastman Kodak Company's chemical laboratories, to the Harvard at 
--jaboratories, to the America Viscose laboratories, and to Dr. B. L. Clarke of the - : 
Bell Telephone laboratories in New York. . 


” 


7? Mr. Richter and his group have already conferred at considerable jlen 
- with the Office of Censorship and particularly with Dr. Pierce, the =e a there.” 
5 He intimated | that, gensorship has given them all the information it has concerning | 
~ secret the conversation I noticed Mr. Richter made reference\ te the 
a which is one | of the newest and most. confidentia hiaeg 
% aaa Seem to confirm his statement that Censorship has given the grou pe | 
_ heir information. RDED ee eo a 4) 7a as 
r RECO & a GO - GO ¥ 
nis The research group has also worked out an arrangément Bith pr.! Pierce off é 
Censorship whereby when they think they have developed a vi ie Boon PRPC 1Bkathey |; g 
‘“ “* will submit a. sample writing of it to him (without sthing 3 type 16 7) and 8 i 


p let him try to find it. Mr. Richter mentioned that they hdve already submitted thr: ca ‘ 
such samples to Dr. Pierce which he has been unable to det “or de 


la 


vee ' Mr. Richter further mentioned that the research group has already found it 


possible to be helpful to Dr. Pierce in that they were able to suggest to him a better 
photographic paper for detecting[ sims than that he was using and weré3 Per CIA 
able to advise him as to whether the photographic paper should be dampened with wa‘b7E 


when being used.° i 1 LY” 
Aon ah ee 


s ° ° 
“9 i 
: } 


Mr. Richter stated in effect that it was now their desire to set up 


arrangements with the FBI so that a full and free exchange of secret ink” 
information could be had between the FBI Laboratory and the OSRD. 


I told Mr. Richter that the Director had instructed that such information 
as we can assemble be furnished to the 7 group. At the same time 1 pointed aut to 
him that-théré souldbe ‘certain instances where information was.of such a secret 
and delicate nature that ite disclosiire to“anybody might be. “unwise as, for 
instance, where ‘a “special saéret Ink had’ been designed for an Agent being sent on 
a daigéerous mission. I further related to him in general terms our experience 
in the past where information on secret inks was disseminated too widely and was 
subsequently deliberately misused by some of the recipients to the distinct 
detriment of the security of the nation. 


Mr. Richter stated he readily realized that there was a considerable 
prablem_of security and that He was St to want to observe every security 
requirement. 


Mr. Richter and his group did not want to enter into any technical 
discussion of secret, inks today. due to Linited tine. ‘They indicated they, would 
like to amrange such. a eonference, "for" a later. date. 


Dr, Lothrop, then proposed. that a representative of the Office, of 
Censorship “be invited to. the subsequent, conference. I told him ‘there was no 


need for this for the reason that we have | had for a long périod of time arrangements 


for the @éxchange - of ‘technical’ “information with Censorship. 


Subj ect to your approyal only general background information of seerst 
inks will be. “furnished ‘to the ‘subsequent _ conference, 
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Memorandum Number él, Series 1944. - 
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MEMORANDUM FOR ALI FBI LEGAL ATTACHES 
etree ee nee Oa 


we 


RE: Xe GERMAN SECRET esc wig | 


Should your office have occasion to interview an i haeviaias Known to 


Hl 7 
have been trained in secret writing by theGerman Espiondee sveten, it is de- 
{ Sired that earene the course of such interview the felons. information be ob~ 


tained: ; ne a 


= (1) Type at paper, periodical or book to be used. 


. a) tat weight of paper desireq? ~- é =~ 
pe What means of indicating pages of periodical OF = book? ; 


(2) Position of Secret message. 


a) In relation to cover message. aE eerie 
b) Special seeohnnaue in positioning to Fool ponsor', 


SORE AR Hee ge toe, oan Og 


* % (3) Treatment: at paper before or after writing sadret hhéssage. Vinee 
S : bY 
a) Any rubbing, Steaming or dampening resorted, ba... | 
; (4) Medium used for secret writing, a j 
: d t 
{ a) Do you know What it is? What is its corer size, shape, odor, taste? | 
b) How obtained ana how replenish? : 
c) Auxiliary methods: their efficiency. es : 
dad) What disguise or concealment used for ee meatus to prevent its 
discovery, | 
2 e) Wag a code or number given to designate a partdoular technique or sae . 
i woop ‘ secret ink? > pone 
eta naa 
ir aierie—  G2.; Typecadk ae ides used. rare ig -¢- A vs odd 
in. Lad 
ies Basen a) If mth or dther solid, how prepared ne how 1a8. 
wee Yoh A df sqiptio » GOW Prepared and how used? . ae MAL 3 Wye } { 
Me, Carson ‘ & “ig # BG wl me ; ‘ j . 
Me. Hendon : ' [ 
Mp. cumtorg ; 
Mw. Jones, GO 1G a SG ‘ : ¥ 
Mr. Quinn fama; Delon s, a: 4, i a 
Mr. Nease une 


“488 dandy 


} 
i 
\ 
} 
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ones, 


innate hiatal gS Pht ade aS 


(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


(10) 


(11) 


‘Special Peesston in preparing the tol. writing. 3 


- a) What care to be taken to prevent detection of ‘secret ink? 
b): What care. to be taken to aid development of secret ink? 


Type se cover message. oes 


a) Was it to be typed or script? 

b)- Commercial or private? 

c) What indicator for presence and for type of secret ink used? 
d) What Signature or cover name to be used by Agent? 

e) Was any secondary meaning to be used in cover message? 

f) Language preferred in cover message and secret: message. 


Cover address. 


a): To ‘what address or addresses was agent ingtrudted to write? 
pb) Air mail or surface mail? 


* 


Copies of secrét message. 


a) Was "seni instructed to send one, or more | Bebiear: 
b) If more than one, was he asked to routé them differently? 


Developer for secret ink writing. . Bees hee 


a) Was agent. furnished a developer or instructions, how to obtain it? 
What is it called? Disguise? 


b) Had he seen secret writing developed? If S05 ae color is the 
developed writing and what color is the background? 
c) Was. developed writing permanent or did it AiSaDDEAET Other changes? 


Training school. fe tt 

a) Nanie and description of person who trained Peon: in secret ink 
writing. 

b) Address, description of premises in which taught; 


c) Dia instructor appear to.be especially trained, as in chemistry or 
art?- ‘ 


d) Had-he his own laboratory? Describe squint s 
Very truly yours, 


a 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Seer 


+. SSHPEDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


” < The question has arisen as to whether it would be advis— 
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Heneral Burean of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, OB. @. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COP 


Ret efnsorship Materia 


% 
aro able to treat routinely lett =. Miss Gandy_ : 
\ ship for Tater that is, so be nse. Sn 
ste that or secret inks, Mie 
$ - also whether such should be examined and the physical characteristics 
:) oy noted so that if it oe becaze necessary to duplicate the paper 
Ru: COMO beconeg PO ee ee 
ROY 
Cae *. Mr. Parsons advises that as a part of the secret ink development 
Re * method those letters where it is desired can be a b3 Per CIA 
: \ treatment in the hood and any latent fingerprints dev Le b7E 
‘ He also pointed out that even after the secret ink is detected an examination 
‘ 4 x gean be given successfully for latent fingerprints. Such treatment, of 
ey i course, will be limited where it is not possihle to allow the document 
% SS to be stained. 
ee 
oh There seems to have been very little actual need for the treatment 
3  % for latent fingerprints in the past except where secret ink was actually 
‘® developed. Therefore, it is believed that the most practical procedure 
~ _ as to limit the request for latent fingerprint examinations to 
Sp 1. Those cases where from the nature of the material 
| or from some specific request it is definitely shown that the development 
z “y and retention of any latent fingerprints would be helpful to the case. 
“ 
- . 2. ‘ihere secret ink is developed or where we have very gsood G 
‘ * reason ‘to believe secret ink is present. Fa 
— This same condition exists as HHODR Dalping of Tae cal character), stics 
oe and it is believed “that the same rules sno govern. eet “yp 
as | NDRXED ILM od Jb 
ae Ky “RECOMMENDATION: 1. It@is recomended that rol oxBhip material 
7S not be treated for latent Pec lee nor the physic Miwa i 
a and retained unless ther®”be some specific and froth n 
2 doing so, such as being requested by the field or Bureby s 
we or where secret ink is strongly suspected, or where it, actg 
~e developed. — ihe report on latent development of | such et eat ane 


@ @ 


Memorandum for Mr. Co*fey March 15, 1944 


2. It is recommended that appropriate instructions be issned 
to Censorship that the material in those cases which are on the Watch List 
where secret ink is suspected or has been known to be used, the material be 
handled by Censorship in such a way as not to place their own fingerprints 
on the material and it be transmitted to us incased in cellophane envelopes. 
The Laboratory can furnish to Censorship the necessary cellophane envelopes. 


3. If this procedure is approved, it is recommended that the 
treatment for latent fingerprints be done wholly by the Secret Ink Chemists 


in conjunction with their examination for secret inks, If approved, 
appropriate instructions will be issued for the Laboratory Manual. 


* 


Respectfully, 


”~ 


. A. Martin 
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that appropriate instructions be issued to Censorship that material in cases on 
“phe Watch List where secret ink is suspected or is known to have- been used, be 
ae: ‘handled by Censorship in such a way as not to place their own fingerprints on 
~ the material and to be transmitted to us incased in cellophane envelopes. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . & @ : 


Office Memorandum + oNtrepd sTATES GOVERNMENT 


SI:mkn . 
TO :Mr. D. MM eft DATE: March 29, 194k 
FROM : Mr, G. C. ni, Gi, 


Jar ee ee 


Uile, Pear aff ae 


Reference is made to a memorandum dated March 15, 1944 for Mr. Coffey 
gnature of Mr. J. A. Martin, which memorandum contains a recommendation 


This is to advise that the agreemerit concluded between this Bureau and 


ran 
Natthe Office of Censorship on July 12, 1943 covers this point specifically in Sub- 
section 4, under the heading "Laboratory", in which it is set out: 


"In certain exceptional cases, FBI may require vital information 
from mail, such as latent fingerprints which might be secured only by 
means of immediate FBI Laboratory treatment. In this event, this 
liaison representative will arrange for an OC employee to open the 
communication in the presence of an FBI employee. It will be turned 
over to the latter individual immediately after this opening has been;’ 
accomplished," 7 


_lnasmuch as this is the only recommendation which actively concerns 


he Security Division, it is recommended that this infomation be made available 
4X. wo Mr. Coffey for assistance in determining the questions propounded by the refe- 
enced memorandun, 


r f? 
vey 


Mr. Clogg 


ey | . CC-287 yy Mr: Tolson___ 
JOuN EDGAR Wooven =i [7] | | @ / owe. B.A. Tamm. 
« ] ! a) . 7 


| | Federal Bureau of Investigation Mes gel fey 
| Pinited States Bepartment of Justice ary 


é Ar. Nichol 
Washington, B. C. fy Nichols 


Mr. Tracy. 
April 25, 1944 a Mr. Carson 
Mr, Harbo 
“ Mr. Hendon 
~“. MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CO Mr, VeGuire 
; Mr. Mumford 
‘Re; Visit of Judge Allman and Mr, Piper 
7 ; ae, Lieutenant Drummond of OSS Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
a Se on November 27, 1943 for Tele. Room 
Ne Secret Ink Instruction Mr. Neaso 
BN, Miss Beahm 
ie * Reference is made to the memorandum of Mr. C, D. Marron 
os “- S to Mr, Ladd dated February 3, 1944 submitting samples of Chinese 
aa) . No 


/ »  “ papers of various types and also Japanese newspapers which were 
os 5 ‘ obtained by Judge N. F. Allman for the secret ink unit to use in 
\ devising a special secret ink for OSS. 

™ 

~ 


\ ember 3o Secret ink writing 
«Prepare h tea can be developed simply by ap g a hot iron heated 
~ “. *to a temperature which Slowly scorches the paper. It was found that the 
oe i , only after treatment of such invisible writing considered practicable 

: \ ' Would be to insert the document into a large book, such as a telephone 
oy \ : \ directory, immediately following preparation of the secret ink writin ’ 


PY FILED IN Z 2 


; eee These after-protection steps b3 Per CIA 
a b. . are not absolutely necessary but are considered to be good technique b7E a 
° —* for the best possible work with the materials presented. Fa 
oS 
aa “SA RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that this information be 8 
‘\ , S forwarded to the’ Liaison Section for their information, " 


Respectfully, 


Xe De J. Parsons fe 
a 

on "6 

Oe. &. © 
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| ' CEg287 Mr. Tolson 
.« * JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
orm 2 DIRECTOR & Mr. E. A. Tamm, 


e Mr. Clegg 
Federal Burean of Investigation Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Glavin 
United States Department of Justice Mr Ladd 
* Mr. Nichols 
Washington, B. €. ee oe 
May 8, 1944 Mr. Tracy 
Mr, Acers 
Mr. Carson 
; * Mr. Harbo 
»! _ MEMORANDUM FOR MR. €O : Mr. Hendon 
, ‘ _.Mr. Mumford 
x Res Secret Ink Project, Office of Mr. Starke 
Le 4 Strategic Services and Office of Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
aR - Selentific Research and Development. Tele. Room 
oe . : Mr. Nease 
hes 3 ' Miss Beahm 
a , Miss Gandy 
~ On > May 6, in accordance with previous arrangements, 
s Dr. George , Chief Chemist of the Eastman Kodak Company, ani 


| Sy came to your 
AG the FBI Laboratory. 


we is i These gentlemen stated that their problem might be stated in two 
ae i < parts: (1) the development of new secret inks from the offensive standpoint; 
at ‘SS dn other words, inks witich could be supplied to 088 agents, and (2) the 
‘Js development of new detection procedures or improvement of old ones which. 
* ) ~ could be adapted to mass testing and would therefore be of value to the 
% \ Office of Censorship. ‘They stated that they had conferred with the Office 
~ ~ of Censorship and believed that they were familiar with all of the secret 
‘ inks known to them, which greatly simplified our problem in that they did 
ee not expect to learn of any new inks from us. ‘They advised us that they well 
= understood the problem and theoretical phases of their job, but what they 
“S were now seeking were the short cuts and assistance that could be provided 
only by experience, and they hoped to shorten that by conferring with the 
experienced personnel of the FBI Laboratory. 


After a brief conference in your office they were shown the 
Laboratory, after which Mr. Magee and myself sat down with them and discussed 
their problem for approximately two hours. We had prepared in advance a 
one=page list of secret inks which was rather a generalization and convenient é 
grouping of the know inks either suggested or in current use. With these Lh, 
inks were listed developers which were either the developers supplied to Lo. 
known agents or developers which we knew would work even though they may not 
be the proper developer in all instances. In running through thie list 
Drs. Richter and Lamb asked numerous questions regarding methods of app oy 
tion and pitfalls which made detection possible, - | C0 odd = 9; . 
These men are outstanding and world renowned i rye : a 
RP ICTORY) chemistry, and they are certainly in a position €&.de' k“dreditable job 
fy BUY | on this problem. ‘They obviously lacked practical experience, as 
Me WAR shown by some of their questions. ‘they en appreciate. the 


> 


&% 
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Memorendum for Mr. Coffey May 8, 1944 


opportunity to visit our Laboratory and stated that after they had had an ° 
opportunity to digest some of the information and work with it they would 
like to again pay a visit and consider new problems. 


these, gentlemen wore well and they both offered to assist 
us at any time tha e@ ol Ss a 


Although the one-page list of secret inks contained no inks which 
had not previously come to Dr. Richter's attention, he thought it was a 
condensed version and stated that he would appreciate a copye A copy of this | 


list is being forwarded to him through appropriate channels. 


Respectfully, 


Gla 


D. (y. Parsons 
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OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 
Buenos Aires, argentina 


May 2, 1944 
PERSONAL & CONESRENTIAL 
VIA DIPLOMATI® CoURSER 


Director, FBI 


ATTENTION: Technic Laborator 


tot tt 
Dear 3i are Teed Os MM ete Oe alae buick a 


there is transmitted herewith a pen which is callea the 
“pr anklin” pen. It is an argentine product put out by the Franklin 
ompany, apparentl er some sort of Zuropean patent. I under- 
stand that the army\force has received a large number of these 
through Colonel Cavina, who is head of the local American air 
Mission. The pen apparently works on a priniciple of an aniline 
dye and a glucose material although I have not gone into it. 


The pen is transmitted for examination by the Technical 
Laboratory and for its information in the event writing comes to 
the attention which might have had its origin with this pen, It 
is not desired that this office receive a report on the results 
of the laboratory examination unless such a report would be of 
investigative value to this office. 


Very truly yours, 


TMM é. bom’ 


Francis &. Crosby 
“egal Attaché 


FHC: jet 
LNCe 


eg earn A H8 cy 


“Tt 
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RECORDED 
INDEXED +3 


was raised as to whether a reply should be directed 


s bw Nt . ' 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER cc Mr. Tolson_ 
PIRECTOR . : Mr. E. A. Tamm _ 


Federal Burean of Investination ee Clee 
. Mr. Glavin 
United States Pepartment of Justice ; Mr. Ladd __ 
igheld Mr. Nichols ____ 
Washington, B. C. maa 


a 


Mr offey 
* Mr. Harbo 


Mr. Hendon 


. LADD Mr. Kramer 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD Mr. McGuire 


Mr. Piper 

Tele. Room 

; Mr. Nease__ 

BACKGROUND 2 Miss Beahm i 


ee Gandy _. 
8 t 
tH pe te GS 


By memorandum of November 20, 


1943, 
egarding this matter. 


a further request was made 


After comparison with cases outstanding in SIS, the conclusion was 
reached that the chart contained no information which might compromise our investi~- 
gations. In my memorandum to you of December 14, 1943, I suggested that the 
matter be referred to the Espiona ad the La 

b 


out to t+ requested 


DETAILS 


On May 1, 1944, the Laboratory advised that 


had been retained in the or research purposes but that inadvertently 
no.reply had been directed urnishing our observations or giving permission 
to furnish_a co 


to Americ& Censorship. It was pointed out that the information 
was admittedly incomplete, and that it is well known to 
as well as to the Bureau. As a result, it was felt 
at no comments regarding necessary. A question 
at this time inasmuch 


een taken previously. nn iil 


as any action contemplated by him undoubtedly must Have 


ACTION . on 


gt nceronn j ke ~ Ld 4-285 a 


It is sugp 


ggested that the Liaison Section endeavor to detemins veh 
whether they have furnished a copy a oe 
Pp. If so, it is ‘suggested that no reply ed 
at this date, If 


has not been furnished to Censorship, 2% is 
suggested that with the approval of the Espionage Section a reply be % 


X, see 


AY ; ; pee cate 
af | me } 
vf "ty, | 


Mr. Rosen 
May 3, 1944 Mr. Tracy __ 
a tle Beprocn aes 


b7D 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 


di ven now stating that we have no objections. to dissemination 
of in order that no claim may be brought forward later that the Bureau 


was responsible for failure of American Censorship to receive this information. 


t 


Respectfully, 


¥ ‘ , Mx. "POISON .naweeeeees 
¢ Mr. E, A. Tamm-4.-~ y \ 
Myr. Cleag ----4--4 
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TO : MR. De Me LADD ATE: May 65 : : 


FROM : Mre We Je PowellN : co whoa: 

se a ees 

SUBJECT: Keven INK POLICY X Se ere 
osa_anuins cage cease tt CAAA 

fein od 

Reference is made to the attached memorandum of Mr. Parsons dated A ril, 19, are 

1944, setting forth the Bred ore paterson policy in the examination of secret ink..oM um... 

letters. which are received from Gensorship, The referenced: memorandum cites hree..types_.. 


of examination presently carried on in &he Laboratory on the material receive iE OMndy dere | 
Censorship, namely (1) no treatment for™secret ink is given on letters receivdd f 


visor interested in the letter specifically requests further treatment; (2) mon-eteline. > 
treatment - on all specimens submitted, unless specific authority is received, the only 
treatment given for secret ink is by methods which will not stain the sumitted evidence 
as to leave it in such condition that the originals may be returned to Censorship 

and forwarded; (3) exhaustive examination - under the present policy this category is 
confined to those instances in which the Laboratory is specifically authorized by the dg 
Supervisor to alter and if necessary simulate the original specimens, Every known test + 
is applied to the communication in an attempt to ascertain whether there is secret ink 


thereon, . ; Ns 
4 
COMMENTS 4 


(1) At the outset it may be stated that 90 per cent. of the mail received in the ‘ 


Censorship Unit and which is later transmitted through the Supervisors to the Laboratory’ 
for treatment ‘p{Gpectal watch List ail, This mail by agreement is not tested by en 
Censorship and secret ink tests when made on this mail by the Office of Censorship is ™ 


in violation of the agreement and according to Censorship, conducted only through error 
The instances of erroneous treatment are infrequent. ; 


The 10 per cent of the mail received in the Bureau from Censorship over and 
above Special Watch List mail usually comes to the Bureau due to the fact that Censorship 
is sending it on their own initiative either because code is suspected therein or secret 
writing has been detected on the conmunication by the Censorship Laboratory. Frequenthy 
letters are received for a third reason, namely that after a submission slip is forwarded 
to a Supervisor, the latter requests to see the original. This mail, not being Special 
Watch List mail, is tested by Censorship for secret inks. Therefore, it is believed that 

% the present policy of the Laboratory not to conduct secret ink examinations on mail 
“(previously tested by Censorship is sound. 


oo "{2) The non=staining treatment which is the present policy of the Laboratory on | 
‘h.the “bulk of mail received from Censorship appears to be not in accord with the best Ne. 
interests of the investigation since, as noted, 90 per cent of the mail received is as 
the result of Special Watch listing. The names are placed on the Special Watch List due 
to the fact that investigations or information contained in the Bureau files indicates 
that the correspondents-.are suspected of transmitting clandestine writing, Since,Censor~ 
ship is offering the communications to the Bureau for secret ink tests, it appears. 
illogical and unsound to hesitate in using all the reagents for the detection of secret 


ink known, ft : rc 
me 0 3 fi? 5 leg-4og 7 295% 
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Memorandum for Mr. De M, Ladd w2- 


It is palieved, therefore, that Mr. Parsons! recommendation that exhaustive 
treatment be given all mail received from the Office of Censorship be adopted in regard 
to Special Watch List mail. Actually, it would appear to be to the best interest of 
the Bureau to exhaustively treat every communication intercepted on Special Watch List 
names and to hesitate in doing so in order to avoid the possibility of staining a- 
communication would, in effect, be doing an inexpert job, and the possibility always 
exists that secret ink is still contained in a commumication which is returned to 
Censorship after a laboratory test by the Bureau, and if ever detected by any other 
censorship, the only saving clause: apears to be in the Laboratory report which notes 
the fact that only certain reagents were used and exhaustive tests were not made when 
the communication was examined by the Bureau Laboratory. 


Ca a OD AL SE ROLL AEN A ht IOC om A ATHLON ata Ha 


(3) In accordance with the recommendation in the referenced memorandum, exhaustive 
examination appears to be the best policy from an investigative standpoint as far as 
Special Watch List letters are concerned. In order to permit exhaustive tests on 
Special Watch List interceptions, however, it will be necessary for an agreement to be. 7 
entered into with the Office of Censorship and agreed to by that agency granting the : 

reau St permission to conduct 6xiaistive tests on Special Watch List mail. It 
is believed that such an agreement could be worked out, especially in view of Mr. Parsons? 
opinion that exhaustive treatment would not necessarily mean that the commmication would 
be returned to Censorship in a stained condition since it is possible to clean up the 
document before returns 


RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that: 


(1) Exhaustive tests be given to all communications received on Special Watch List 
mail and that Censorship be requested to permit alterations if necessary and simlation 
if this Bureau so desires on mail which has been mutilated as the result of such 
examination. 


(2) The Laboratory conform to its present policy of not testing for secret ink 
mail received from Censorship evidencing prior testing by that agency. As noted, this 
would be only ten per cent of the mail recéived end to apply tests on this type of maa} 
would be a duplication of effort. 


(3) In accordance with My. Parsons* recommendation, the non-staining treatment only 
be used when a Supervisor feels that the original commmication mst be forwarded to the 
addressee and exhaustive treatment cannot be given. Oy 


Attachment 
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aie een eed . : 
.* JOHN ‘EDGAR HOOVER @ CC-287 Mr. Tolson 


_ DIRECTSR 


Se 
fry | 


tc Mr. E, A. Tamm_ 
| > Mr. Clegg 
Federal Burean of Investigation Mr. Coffey 
United States Department of Justice Slavin 
Washington, 2. @. r, Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Ave I 19s 1 Mr. Tracy 
80-604 i Mr. Acers 
62=62736 ~ “Mr. Carson 
Gr Mr. Harbo 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. corres - Mr. Hendon 
; kno Mr. Mumford 
RE: Secret Ink Policy we ry ee ee 
: Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
’ Tele. Room 
It is the purpose of this memorandum to (1) outline the Mr. Nease 4 
present policy in the examinations of secret ink cases, (2) to Miss pe . 
request further information and advice on policy matters which are Miss Gandy ss | 


not clear cut, and (3) to recommend certain changes in the policy and.method__ { 
of handling of secret ink work. 


SOURCE OF MATERIAL 


Some documentary material, as well as suspected secret ink substances - 
are submitted to the Laboratory from the field directly or through supervisors 
and also by SIS. This work is in the minority and constitutes no real problem 1 
since they usually fall within the category of other types of examinations, q 
the majority of material received, Jin_the Physics and Chemistry Section for \9 
socretink examinations cones from the Office of Gengorsip and is submi tted 
te, the. taboratory by the ‘supervisor in “the Security Division who, in turn, 
receives it through Gensorship Liaison. itis this work that constitutes the 


major problem due to the necessity of maintaining a well. understood policy and 
a smooth method o ge ; 
Ree TN NR COAT HBO EASON I NR 


PERRIN BTN 


TYPES OF EXAMINATION 


Wi The material eprentae generally falls into one of three categories: 
(1 Vike treatment, (2) nstaining treatment, and (3 ustive examination. 


ohana 


eet Rs! 


aeRO NOTENST OEE te NNO rt toy fee 


1. No Treatment. In some instances the material ¥ which is received 
in_ the Laboratory has already been treated, and as a matter of policy no 
“additional treatuent OF SSEmnetIon Toone detection of secret writing is 
given except at the request of the supervisor in that particular instance, 


Where this previous treatment is detected the supervisor is telephonically 
contacted and further instructions requested, 


Previous treatment is determined by (1) the condition of the specimen 
upon its receipt and before examination » or (2) symbols which are used by 


ensorship to indicate the treatment given by them. In connection with 
QPVICTORY| this latter, the symbols used by Censorship are in the form of small 
KW BUY 
4 i | pencil dots according to a scheme which is set forth by cipmorandum of a x 
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Memorandum for Mr. Coffey "April 19, 1944 


Mre We J» Powell to Mr. Ladd dated Jamary 26, 1944. No instance has been 
found where we could definitely show a discrepancy in the use of the symbols ’ 
and no difficulties have been encountered in this respect. It should be noted, 
however, that previous treatment has been detected although Censorship denies 
any,.previous treatment. In some of these instances it is believed that 
previous treatment is by a foreign agency. Ne..90,.n0k..£ee).s,nowever, that the 
use of the small pencil dots is, sufficiently speci ic where it is necessary to 
know what reagent may have been used by any previous testing given, and in 
instances where the supervisor requests additional treatment over and above 
that given by Censorship it will be necessary to request our Liaison Section 

to obtain more specific information. If the supervisor requests additional 
treatment for secret writing where previous treatment has been given, the matter 
immediately falls into one of the two following categories. 


2. Nonstaining Treatment. On all specimens submitted ess 
Specific authority js received, the only treatment given for secret. writing ig, 
by methods which will not stain the submitted evidence and which, therefore : 
leave it in such condition that the originals may be returned to Censorship 
and forwarded. If, during the treatment, any suspicious conditions of a 
technical nature are found (since we do not consider the suspiciousness from 
an investigative standpoint) the supervisor is advised that further treatment 
would be desirable and he in turn receives permission to alter and sinulate, 
if necessary, the submitted specimens in order that exhaustive treatment can 
be given, and the matter therefore falls into the last category's 


3 Exhaustive Examination. This category is confined to those - 
instances in which we are specifically authorized by the supervisor to alter 
and, if necessary, simulate the original specimens, We therefore apply every 
Imown test and procedure in order that we can go to the extreme in stating 
that there is no secret writing on the document, 


OBSERVA TIONS 


by the supervisor by routing slip with the comments "Usual test" or "Appropriate 
check," and we are therefore doing a job of mass testi with questionable 
Significance nthe 
extent that our ng est, for secret writin We 
Ni eb DUE DIOR shad BRIS MATA RPTL Po ke NSrer ER ata & 8 
carefully word writing was found, 
ich would not 


It is obvious that we would make a very serious mistake if we assumed 
that our enemies are stupid and do not know at least as much about secret inks 
and about nonstaining tests as we do. 48 a matter of fact one of the outstand~ 
ing secret writing methods » the "aniline pencil" method, was developed and is 


used by German agents, and it would therefore appear that by our large..volume.. 
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Memorandum for Mr. Coffey April 19, 1944 
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. Tf 
received could 
REL EAEN 


the amount of Bork Necessary, on each document. It may be that, in light of 
this, the supervisors would feel that certain of the material received from 
Gensorship was not of sufficient importance to justify exhaustive treatment and 
Simulation, if necessary. On this last point it is our belief that even if 
exhaustive treatment were to be given to all Gensorship material it would still 
not be necessary to simulate the majority of it since we are able to remove 

the stains and the effects of the treatment in the greater percentage of 
instances. . We could not, of course, predict on what specimens simulation would 
be necessary, but obviously this type of work would be materially increased. 


RECOM A 
Yes AM RETR KULLU RE EY 


1. It is recommended that consideration be given to requesting 
permission to alter and, if necessary, similate all material received from the 
Office of Censorship. =< 

2. It is further recommended that the present understanding be 
reversed and that the Laboratory apply exhaustive secret ink treatment to all 
material submitted except in some special cases. 


3 It is recommended that the nonstaining treatment be considered 
the exception and be specified by the supervisor in those instances where he 
feels that the original must be forwarded and exhaustive treatment cannot be 
given. 


Respectfully, 


De J. Parsons 


ADDENDUM: 
The "aniline pencil" method which is mentioned at the bottom of 
page 2 is detected by a method which, although it does not. stain the document, 


is a procedure which is not normally included in the so-called nonstaining 
tests since it does not presently lend itself to mass testing. 
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VHB: fh DATE December 14, 194 Mr. Harbo 
: Mr. Hendon__ 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD Mr. Mumford. 
eterna aerate enema enntie nana =I 


Mr. Starke 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 

Miss Beahm 

Miss Gandy : 


Re: Qsecret Ink Messag 


’ BACKGROUND 


has furnished 


DETAILS 


'b7D 
Copies of have been furnishe 
and permission has been requested o e Bureau to 
& copy to the new Technical Operations Division of United states ; 


Censorship for its assistance in detecting the presence of secret writing. 
This ee ove was requested inasmuch as some of the information in et 


as obtained from the Bureau. 
An examination of [ ___ indicates that they would be of , 
considerable value to Censors ip authorities in detecting letters of interest 


to the Bureau. It does not appear that any information is set out which 


atrial etntereeentrhrbschnient steaae, 


iteceeteetncatnineinamerimmnenarsemmnen areas ee ea 


%, would be detrimental to cases under investigation in Latin America. mei 
oxo 100" df = 285 
> ACTION “RECORDED ee Pa ee Se 
Pot ‘ Ones 2 GAd ° 
4 »% : It is suggested that unless there is some objection AX pate 
a4 Espionage Section or of the Document Section of the Laborato + 
aa @ advised the Bureau has no Objection to rurnishing a copy of ; 
of to Censorship’ authorities. It should be noted by the Laboratory that BID 
a “y has requested our comments or any additional information regarding 
this matter. , : 


8 
ys » ; Respectfully, 


-f 


. ae » ! uo : 
5 ry eo ae . 6 ae o 
a a ane Ce H. Carson \h . 
ee as a 
| | , x5 YD fan ciagh won ae : v7 7 — 


Y) 
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3 b7¢c 


=e 


bu Y- Aa 


JWR 


° Way 15, 1944 \ 


sole 


Dy. George he Hichtes 
Director sagan 
Zastean Kodak Conpany 
Bakiding ig 

Kodak Tark West 
Rechester, Hew York 


Tear Te. EL chter %. 


fteferance ia made to your letter of May 8, 1944, addressed 
to Uy. Coffey in the FRY Laboratory. 


Im ancordance with your request a copy of the abbreviated 
tabulation reviewsd by De. Lamb ard yourself will be furnished to yon. 
For stuurity reasene the tabulation will be ic toe you by 4 special 
counter on Hay 17, 1944. 


Your copy of the raceipt of classified material, which you 
pbc — with your lebtar of Yay 8, 1944, hae bean signed and is 
endLoaad. 


I assure you 13 was a pleasure for mevihore of the PST 
Laboratery to discuss matioera of muttial Interast with you and Tx, Lash. 


4 
aN Sincersly youra, 

&S 

% 
Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Tamm_ John Edgar Hoover 
Mr. Clegg Directo 
Mr. Glavin & a 
Mr. Ladd ' ae or x 
Mr. Nichols Hakoaure: - rae yo 
Mr. Rosen “S $ ‘o 
Mr. Tracy Oo ™ 
Mr. Carson_8& - ~ Buffalo we &, ‘ 
Mr. Coffey} COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ; ie tege. s q ¢ 
Mr. Hendon at A { £0 8 | IG ore, | | 


Mr. MeGuire§ J MAYS | i. AA Pa, 


TIGATIIN | 


| | 


The dévelopers shown in this entire list are either those which 
were supplied or suggested in a particular instance, or which have worked 
natinfactorily at average concentrations. -These developers may not be the 
baat obtainable for the particular inks. 
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an Kodak Park ‘West 
3 ne Rochester, New York 
aoa Way 8, 1944 
; ~ iN Mr. Coffee gcument dates ns informati on affect'n : 
tar, Tain e : 
“2x Room 7639 national : 
“A Me ‘ f the Oo UL S. G., 3t | 
c 244s meaning o 
ae < ee Ce A ” and 32. Its transmi 42 revelat: on of its 
eee se ea ee contents i in ized person 
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Dear lir, Coffee: 


hn ef 


aes 


I wish to thank you for allowing us the privilege of 
ae through your laboratories and of talking with Lir. Parsons 
and Nr, Magee. Both Dr, Lamb and myself feel that we have added 
to ie background and that our viewpoint of the problem in question 
has broadened because of those conversations. We intend to keep 
-the ball rolling and hope that we may again have the opportunity 
of discussing some phases of the project with you when we feel 
that we have gained sufficient ground to justify such a conference 
I hope that we will have reached that point in about six weeks. 


f 
z 


2 
7 
wy, 


In the meantime, if it does not conflict with your basic 
policies, I would appreciate it’ very much if you could send me a 
copy of the abbreviated tabulation which was made up by Nr. Parsons 
and which we reviewed with him last Saturday. Based upon that 
Giscussion, he intended to add two or three more items. Although 
the subject matter of that tabulation is fairly well covered in 
the pamphlet that was prepared by the Bureau of Censorship, the 
condensed relationship of secret Wetting and development is of value. 
for reference purposes. 


gp0nve 


ee wet 2 / 
Yours sinerbl mara 
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Eske ECR . Tracy 


April 19, 1944 . Carson 
Harbo ae 


: Yn Hendon, 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LADD - McGuire 


Mumford____. 


RE: CENSORSHIP MATTER Mr. Piper 
Aniline Crayorr’Secret Writing Lp ra Mr. Quinn 

. Tele, Roo 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Beah 


PROBLEM TO TO BE CONSIDERED 7 ; 
ana ; 
i Gand 
By letter of April 7, 1944, Mir. Lynch ———4 meee 
9g ad nder date o An rot ara 


(a er ae) 
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Memo for Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Lynch has requested that the Bureau advise him by cable at 
earliest possible date if it has any objection to the plan outlined by 
COMMENTS 


It would appear that the advantages to be gained by operation of the 
foregoing plan would be: 


(1) Possible destruction of an A.C. message prepared by an unknown 
German agent in England, South America, Sweden, or the continent. 


The disadvantages would appear to be: 
(1) The plan presented may permit the Germans to learn that the 


Allies are aware of the A.C. process, 


=D « 


Memo for Mr. Ladd 


(2) It would endanger Allied agents using the process. 


(3) It would possibly affect the operation of at least one 
American double agent. 


(4) It could disclose to the enemy the identity of those agents 
of which the Allies have no knowledge, when at the present 
time they cannot actually draw a distinction between those 
of which we might be aware as opposed to those of which we 
are unaware. 


CONCLUSIONS 
(1) Confidential Informant|__is, of course, using the A.C. method 


of secret writing to communicate with his principals in Spain 
and Portugal. Present activity in this case indicates that the 


Germans may still have considerable interest in nd_ there 
is avery indication that the associate of is 
preparing to come to America for_the purpose of operating as a 
German espionage agent. Since is the only agent known to 


be using this method of writing at the present, the disclosure 
that the Allies know of the method could possibly affect him in 
some manner, 


(2) an was quite likely precipitated by the advent 
of tha’ Hiekman anipetstro letters, it appears we should at least 
point out that it has been definitely ascertained these letters 
are not bona fide and have nothing to do with the German espio- 
nage system. 


(3) The Espionage Section feels that the possible gains from such a 


plan are considerably outweighed by the possi but that 
it would nevertheless be unwise to suggest that 
we believe the plan undesirable in view of the fac at it is 
quite probably being advanced for the pur Hi 
all conceivable channels of communication 
in order to protect the proposed invasion of the Continent. 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that this memorandum, together with Mr. Lynch's 
incoming letter, be forwarded to the FBI Laboratory for whatever observations 


the Laboratory may have and that if it meets with the approval of all concerned 
Mr. Lynch be informed by early cable that: 


soe 


Memo for Mr. Ladd 


(1) The Bureau is utilizing the A.P. method of writing in t ocase 
and that the present activity of Pa availlez in connection 
with that case strongly indicates that it is apparently well 
regarded by the Germans. 


(2) The Hickman and Castro letters have been definitely determined 
to be a hoax and should absolutely not be considered in plotting 
vy any future course of action. : Tete Age eT 
2/2 WE Kinet Ff bts ASE oF THO Het leo, By Any OTH: - : 
(3) Considerable mail emanating from South America has been tested by 
us, as well as American Censorship, for A.P. writing with negative 
results. 


(4) There is a real danger that the Germans will learn we know of this 
type of writing, which feature would be undesirable. 


Because of the special problem existing with regard | 
we Gano 


EE} estructive treatment of mail emanating from 
would not be advantageous. 


(5) 


Iti 
ticular reason 


@ par- 


Respectfully, 


FRERRRASHRER 


i we. Mumford 
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: A y es 4 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER & ; ( sy : 
DIRECTOR . ; : ‘ 


Federal Bureayn of Investigative pe 


United States Pepartment of Justice 


Mr. Ladd 
Washington, B. C. Mr. Nichols____ 
Mr. Rosen 
May 9s 1944 Mr. Tracy. 
4 af Mr. Acers 
RoC s AWK as anne 
? Mr. Harbo 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COFFEY Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Mumford. 
6 Secret. Ink Communication of Mr. Starke 
Se oi Ae ge > $18 #Ol1 dated April, 20 LA teen Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
| we Se aes Be re ec] é ——— Tele, Root 


Nease 
The above reference letter was written with thePfdouble-—inl ‘ s Beahm 
™) ~ i tyne of secret ink, utilizing inks which do not match in colonyi,s Gandy 
: Because of this » it is possible to read the secret ink message 


qe without the chemical treatment ordinarily required to bring out — 
those characters which are written in the doctored ink. 


4 secret ink letter similarly written by #611 was received April 
13, 1944, at which time the SIS Section was requested to advise 
611 to discontinue using this ink and if possible to employ that of 
another agent having this same system, advising whose ink material 
he would use. 


Inasmuch as it is not known why the two inks used in the preparation 
of the above reference letter do not match, no further recommendation 
can be made to remedy the trouble. Jt is pishly desirable. novevers 
that the use of these non-matching inks be discontinued immedi. ately. 


The reference letter is_attached hereto for your inspection and it 
is requested that this letter be detached and forwarded to the Coding 


Unit in room 4642 for inclusion in the appropriate file folder. (F 
poe 
cag 
‘ « Parsons 
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Mr. Glavin”) re 


. ~e 
STANDARD FORM No, 64 q : i ‘ 
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x Office Memorandum + onyrep states GOVERNMENT 


SH FROM ; a Mr. Ge C. Burton 
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ACTION: ~ , \ 


une 20, 1944 
ur, Tols Son_ ; 


Vi 
TO: MRs Dy M.LADD OK 


SUBJECT: _-*SECRET INK POLICY 


S emaieaanies 


Reference is made to previous memoranda regarding the present policy 
of the Bureau Laboratory in the treatment of material submitted by the Office 
of Censorship ich is as follows: (1) letters which indicate prior testing by 
Censorship for“secret_ inks are not retested in the Bureau Laboratory. This is 
to avoid duplications 2 ) Nonstaining treatment is given all communications _re- = 

iss Beahm ' 


ceived in the Laboratory. This is to avoid mutilating the letter. (5) sunauatiets Fs 


al ae lm rif 


examination is given original letters received in the Laboratory only upon ee 
specific request from the Supervisor. . S 


Pursuant to the recommendation set out in: the memorandum from Supervisor Powells. 
dated May 6, 1944, Colonel Shaw, Chief Technical Operations Division, Office of Consorshdpy 
was contacted, and he was ‘advised that in the future the Bureau desired to exhaustively |. 
test for secret ink all letters received from Censorship through Special Watch listings ¥ 
Shaw informed that he would have no objection to the suggested plan, and he agreed ‘hat 
in the majority of instances exhaustive tests would not necessarily mutilate the Letter, - 
so that it could not be passed from Censorship's point of view. However, he did request, 
that in the event the Laboratory technician knows that the reagents about to be used. 
in the advanced test will mutilate, Censorship be requested for permission to do 80% _ 
Shaw stated that this is necessary inasmuch as Censorship is responsible for the condition. 
of the mail returned to the Post Office, and he felt that. some reoord-should pe mi dé. ra ees 
indicating that the laboratory tests were. conducted outside of Censorship. pe 


It appears therefore that Censorship has no objection to the Bureau's “ohange .. 
in policy and that ‘all Special Watch List mail received hereafter may be exhaustively. 
tested in the Bureau Laboratory to avoid any possibility that a clandestine message. 


is contained thereon. 


Attached for your approval is a memorandum to all Section Chiefs in the:z... , 
Security pivision setting out the steps that will be taken in each instance by thé’ 
Bureau Laboratory on original documents received from the Office of Censorship, — ., 


ii a * a 
Attachment / 
q ; 4 * z 
Fi oe ag bey 


WEN ee at 


Mr. Clegg 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER | & : | ne MPs Polson 
DIRECTOR ; Mr. BE. A, Tamm_ 
SESE Sederal Bureau of Inuestinatian Mr, Coffey 
7 : Mr, Glavin 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Ladd 
Washington, B. C€. Mr. Nichols _____ 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
July 6, 1944 Mr. Carson 
Mr. Harbo_ 
; Mr. Hendon 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COFF Mr. VeGuire yp 
Mr. Mumford a 
Re: Censorship Contacts; Mr. Piper 


Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Tele. Room 


During the three months peggeiine July ly 1944, the | Mr. Nease___ 
following contacts were had with personnel of the American Miss Beahm__ 
Censorship Laboratory with regard to technical matters. ‘Miss Ga dy 


On March 20, 1944, Doctors,Fferce aa) visited 
us for the purpose of exhibiting the Hickman [ister 
with the advice that it was an exam of an aniline pencil secret 
ink writing. Doctor Pierce visited,us on 44, in order oy) 
obtain technical background on thée/Grown case and was 
advised as to the apparent Aeae of the secret ink involved. 


oo problems were discussed at this time in connection with 

the detection of secret ink. On May 20, 1944, Mr. Magee visited 
the New York Censorship Station and was * shown around the Laboratory 
by Dr. Pierce and Mr. Donniger. At this time Magee was afforded an 
opportunity to view their ‘general set-up and equipment. 


Respectfully, 


D. Jd. Parsons 


TWeZi 19a 
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oY Pe Se ee eee ie es & : 
we e. | eoe @ ew _  ©C-150 ! 
aS WFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION , S 
po SEER . - UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE; 
et en ne iota oA, 105 Wik 

: To: copantication SECTION. 

wre 
i Vv Phe Hr. Francis By techy - 

\ Goo : ‘following message to: The American Embassy. 


iy “Bloonisi ee, ek Buenos Aires, Argentina 


| RADIOGRE’ | IN CIPHER PAD: URGENT 
: "FOR EMERGENCY USE THEGE IS SUEMITIED THE FORMULA FOR SEORRT. INK COMMUNICATION WHICH 


femaeuiineaiaiie am ae 


MAY BE GIVEN TO mins INFORKANTS.. THE LETTERS. SHOULD Bit MAILED, fO DROP BOXES ALREADY 
YOUR POSSESSION AND THEY. SHOULD BE FONWARDED BUREAU FoR DEVELOPMENT. YOu SHOULD ADVISE 


b3 Per CIA 
AUXILIARY O°FICES AS To VHAR DROP BOXES ARE TO BR USED AND: tO FORWARD TO BUREAU. b7E 


CRUSH ONE FOURTH. TABLET, ONE HALF GRAM SIZE a FIFTY CC 

(PURE ALCGIOL, STIRRING: ‘SuvERAL MINUTES. THIS CHEMICAL IS A COWNON RERUMATISM REMEDY 

| OBTAINED IN DRUGSTORES “AND: TAKEN ONE OR THO PILLS A DAY HITS vera. - CAH USE DENATURED, 

| g00D oR! RUBBING ALgOHOL AS"SROOND CHOICE. BLOCK PRINT IN off Habe Inc CHARACTERS ON 
GOOD QUALITY ‘HIN ditete PAPER SUCH AS ONION SKIN. MOST HOTEL AIR MATL PAPER IS SATISFAC= | 
TORY. WRITE WITH A PEN MADE FROM A SHARP TOOTHPICK 02 SHARPENED HATCH TIPPED BITH A : | 
SUALL AMOUNT OF corToN TICHYLY WRAPPED AND MADE SO AS NOT’ TO SoRACH THE PAPER. REDIP | 
OFTEN AND AVOID BLOTSs. MAKE NO VISIBLE MARKS TO ASSIST IN wRITTie. DIP THE FINISHED i 
MESSAGE QUICKLY THROUGH PURE ALCOHOL OR ONE OF ABOVE SECOND CHOICE ALCOHOLS AND BLOT | | 
GENTLY sITH BLOTTERS Ol ABSORBENT TOWELS. IN EMERGENCY TH ALooHOL MAY BE SWABBED ON 


aie, oF ne 


THs PAPER. IF INK: is TOO STRONG IT WILL SHO UNDER ULPRAVIOLS?, ‘LioHr. NEXT, WRITE 
INNOCENT TEXT ON OPROSTZE sini AND EXAUINE FINISHED KESSAGE BY GLauicrNe LIGHT FOR 


A 


OBVICUS INDICATIONS: OF SEORBT WRITING. PRACTICE SPECTHENS CAN BE’  BEVELOPED wiTH A THO ‘7 
| PSR CENT SOLUTION je DO NOT EXPECT STRIKING TiBAC TION - CHARACTERS Lo 


Mr. Tolson__ 


ae cleGHT-PURPLE IN COLOR ‘DEVELOP. THE PRESENCE OF THE LETTER OckrmnwWAtTON QUOTES SA UNQUOTE 


ur Goffey b3 Per CIA 
i ie aE mane IN THE. SIGNATURE WILL INDIGAWE, TO THE LABORATORY 1 mice F, TAK FOR b7E | | 
Mr. Rosen, ty : : 
im WRANPTE, QUOTE SANCHEZ. UlQUOTE. eae tian. » oe mit é er) i a | 
ee ak AY KL | ob Sick! ing ae 
ee UA a PK A beg Oe 


bey 3) 


Per, ul. 


ce. | CC-287 “Mr. Tolson 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER : Mr.~E. A. Tamm_ 


DIRECTOR 


{ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice : : 
Washington, D. “4 "33 iz 
Mr. Tracy 
July 10, 1944 Mr. Carson 
RHC: AWK: AL Mr, Harboe 


: Mr. Hendon 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CO Mr, McGuire 


Mr. Mumford shee 


; Re: Secret Ink For SIS Mr. Piper. 
ye amas eee ; Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
In accordance with your request there is set forth Tele. Room 
below the description for a special secret ‘ink method set up Mr. Nease 
in sugges form for telegraphic transmission, Miss Beahm 


ae + tablet, + gram sige uncoated] | 
in 50 ce pure alcohol, stirring several 
WInuves « is chemical is a common rheumatism 


remedy obtained in drugstores and taken. one or two 
pills a day with water. Can use. denatured, wood or 
rubbing alechol as second choice, Block print in 3" 
characters on good quality thin white paper such as 
onion skin. Most hotel air mail paper issatisfactory. 

Write with a pen made from a sharp toothpick or , 
sharpened match tipped with a small amount of cotton tighth, 
wrapped and made so as not to seratch the paper. Redip 

often and avoid blots. Make no visible marks to 

assist in writing. Dip the finished message quickly 

through pure alcohol or one of above second choice 

alcohols and blot gently with blotters or absorbent he 
towels. In emergency the alcohol may be swabbed on 

the paper. If ink is too strong it will show under 

ultraviolet light. Next, write innocent text on opposite 

side and examine finished message by glancing light for 


obvious indications of secret writing. Pra 
can be developed with a 2% solution| | 
but do not expect striking reaction. aracters light 


purple in color develop. The presence of the letter 
combination "SA" in any name in the signature will indicate 
to the Laboratory this type of ink; for example, ey 


Respectfully, 


D Jd. sea 7 =f ; y_ 2Q 
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Bl BUICMATIO LE LASsle IL ATION CULL 
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in 2 
[hs 
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‘ L2=1287 
ne MEMORANDUM FOR Mr. C. Darwin Marron 
ses al Writing , 
tf 
| ee 
i . i! 
i According to information received from « relgable soureg; 
‘ certain known Germen agents operating in a neutral ‘tountry abroad 
are sending messages to their headquarters in Germeny ina’ - 
secret ink described as issolved in water. The adventage ee ae 
i as of this form of writing, according to the Germens,.is thetithe: great} >7= | | 
— heat required to develop the message damages the paper to such 
{ , ee, an extent that detection is revealed. ee 
| . 
: anxuier foxx 
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: 3 a Ak0tS 
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RECORD ED 80-604-294 August 14, 1944 
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De. 
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oP 


Mvs, Te ituroff 
1624 Viotoria Avenue 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada. 


Dear thee. Yuroff: 


Towisk to agknowledgs your letior of July 26, 1944, 
suggesting bhe possibility of using wiik as 2 secret ink. 


This method has been knows for some time. Ih view 
of the fact that seans. other than that suggested by you will 
davelop auch writing it is not considered @ secure method, 


T want you to know that % appreciate your interest. 
dn sending this information to me. 


With best. wishes and kind regards, 
| Sincerely you's, 


Mr. Tolson ; F ek ; 
Mr. EH. A. Tamm_ ‘ 
Mr. Clegg : : a 


Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Glavin_. ; : : - ‘ 
Mr. Ladd Zs 4 


Mr. Nichols ‘4 
Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy ae arnt 
Mr. Acers COMEUNIGATIORS Se 

MA A i a &. D 

Mr. Harbo ae 


Mr. Hendon nhs 45 is) - 


sean 


kr. 
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‘2. MUROFF. 
1624 ( storia Ave., 
Wittdsor Ontario, ~ 
i Canadae 
4h | ! July, 26 1944. 
' FBI. Washington. 


| Dear Sir, ~- 
I have a secret writing that may be af 
. value to you in wartime, 
Here it is, 

(1) You take a lean piece of writing paper ani 

write anything you wish on it with a clean Pen 
' dipped in milk. 

(2) Let it dry. , 
(3) Burn a piece of paper to ashes and is the 
, ashes over the writing and then the writing bee 
comes visible. 

As. I know the wonderful secert. invest- 

igating you do so if you have'nt heard about. i 

didtcre please try it out. 
I would be very glad to know if you are 
(going. to use it. 
-I am an American citizen and a resident. 

| in Cariada. 
‘ ~- +‘ Sineererly Yours, 
B . MRS, I.)MUROFF. . 
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a | MR. COPFFY 
«LM Ret J 3 Naa 
es 
On duly 2, 1944 Speoial Acenmt Be Ry Arnold of the New 
\, Tork Office delivered several letters and papers recnved from the oe 
A room of the subject in this cages tio requested that they be eranined 
for seomeb inite 
\ One of the letters proved to be the original and first lettor 
~ in this case agde A gearet mosenge was developed 
~ poo erg Tdiyetinrdaaadin tine yt pr yhrgomichg aoa RET hag 
She wdoject in New Yorks age p apes Nerd gper yr ghndad nie arse 
‘ , vegged and worn, an mbject night have been carrying 
Xe a ket for a Leng period of Gime. The letter bore no imiieations of 
~ dove or attempts at derelopuent of the seeret messages “he sccret = 
“S soasace on this letter was redeveloped ani hed and the lebter was a. 
ee ee ee te phetegrasha of thie letter ani the = 
ay a ure deing fumished ss they heve beon mypyliat previously 
NK de the Security Miviston. 5. 
~ : 
© gl eee Statens fee arte cen z 
ee envelope bearing oan = 
SY Te tet been treated chanieslly by one or more he & 
* Sons. has been reocived by the Far e oo 
ner. the detection sf a searct sessage on t: 


earl 
Letters By careful tevatment of this letter in the “SI Taboratery a pee 
A SeRaaze was developed. 


dr. Clegg Photegrephe of the letter, evelepe and developed secret messace 
ir. Coffejwe attuchade No evidence was found that the subject had attenpted to 

dr. Glavitigeatey the secres megsage on this letter althouch he has had it in his 

ur. es andunctaad for approximtely ten senths. 

dr. Nichols 


ur. Rosen Hegpectfully, Cee 


dr. Tracey . Pate . Pee is 7 C ; 
Ar. Acera RICORDID x INDoerp ¢: are oat FM ral fan 
dr. Carson ts : - is ST BUREAU OF INVESTION: 

dr. Harbo Oe os S ve Je Oapoons , ; 344 

i ‘al JUL 31 

dr. Hendon ; USTICE 
Ar. Mumford 3 wg 1. 48 DEPARTNES ul Gr JUS 

Sr. Starke see ss : me 3 

Ar. Quinn Tamm_ on . , _ — 


ir. Nease 
diss Gandy 


DER LAGSTVICATION ANTEDERTTY DERIVED Fee 

Hl AUTOMATIC DECLASSIPICATION GUIDE 

DATE 08-06-2020 BY: : bé 
" 2 b7Cc 


EMBASSY CF The. 
UNITED STATES CF AMERICA 


Madrid, August 4, 1944 


No» 2856 : v 


Subject ae 
* coms TAD 4 
A a 
The Honorable “ 
<< + fhe Secretary of State, ; 
48 Washington, z 
7 % § | gir: . . a By — 
3 ~~ b7D 
i a7 I have the honor to enclos a sem 
a: Sod 
3 Gy 
8 
4 2/ There is also enclosed 
; a memorandum of information obtained 
j A later despatch will transmit a memorandum of 
£ 
As Respectfully yours, 
Ea / 
S nS re ih re are Aetne cueeninet a a 
2 We Walton Butterworth, si 
5 Charg$ d'Affaires ai. . 
oe : ze i 
: j b7D 
} bT7E 


or Memorandum dated August 3, 1944. 

. File 820.02 RRCORDED g 
4 LVB/ew 1g got oh b 
f 


ae 4 “ree copy to the Deparinient ae 20" a) AUS a, . 
ee for O#alid machine) . awe 
Ger ath _ te y oa Sy a © oe AP 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 6) | _ or : oo 
‘HT AUTOUATIO DECLASSIe1CATION Guioe ne Baha siege OU PM gk BR es \ ga 
DATE 08-06-2020 RY - 2 fe 
| oe ” “Bae 

OFFICE OF STRATEGI 
WASHINGTON, 
L2-1279 August 17, 1944 
MEMORANDUM FOR Mr. Balk Marron 
b7D 
SUBJECT: cme b7E 
. State Despatch from Madrid, No. 2856, dated August 4 
1944, was turned over to the Bureau toget ith[ 
It = 
a 
| { 
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Horace W. Peters 
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Pp 27's SEP & 1984 


— MRCIFFEY 
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 . $2 Lege PRR STIS 
Office MenSrandagm + UNITED 


SEATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : MR. De Me 


‘ FROM : ir. W% J, owe: 


SUBJECT: “"SRIFORMATTON REGARDING SECRET INK.SER _ 


‘ Se eee 


“ye OUT IN CENSORSHIP BULLETIN 


ig Reference is made to the attached memorandw referring to Technical 
x Operations Bulletin No, 35 published by the Office of C 
May 6, 1944, wherein information was set out regarding 
. obtained From a reportedly 
a reliable source by the ice of Censorship, At that time Mr. Philip 
> Wolgemuth of the Office of Censorship did not see his way clear to furnish 
; the identity of this source to the Bureaus 


The information in the Bulletin was reviewed by the Bureau 
: Laboratory, and it was noted that some of the information set out was not 


eed previously know to the Laboratory, and it was suggested that the source be 
Ee . termine 


} Mr. Wolgemuth, at the suggestion of the writer wrote to his source 
~ oo of information and advised it of the Bureau's interest and added a request 
Ho ee ee that the sourve furnish in detail all the information in its possession to 
| < 5 the Bureau Laboratory. on August 16th, Wolgemth contacted the writer and 
ina advised that he received a reply from his source of information to the effect 
[ that the only information on hand was set ,.Out in the Censorship Bulletin and 
I that’ io other details wore available, eee sare ang eae ae 
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. Wolgemuth, apparently feeling that the source of information should 
be divulged to the Bureau although stating previously that he was bound not 


to do so, by inference 
o> ACTION: os 
a It is recommended that this information be furnished to Mr. T. 
ee BE. Baughman of the Bureau Laboratorye NEC oRDaD 
x hy “G ‘) z 
% enema 2, gy 
. & rs { 
e ao mT 4 
7 me orp. OAK 
¥ ; 34, SEP 26 oy ‘Z 
\ AO os f 
= pt yak / Z | (0 
( p-! 
s € 
FS ‘ 
ws 
Ww 


\ 


S2QCT 2 1944 , . 


o 
aa fF 
aa 


an 
iY 


‘ 
heel anh a AM A ER et ee ee 


| “el 2 
ws “ le > 


— 4 So -6ou IF Ie 
N a 1 CP, | ae r fi 


a oo 


ea ae 


be DO-11 Mr. Tolson_ 
@ i é Mr. BE. A. Tamm 
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Mr. Clegg 
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Mr. Nichols | 
Mr. Rosen 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mr. Tracy 
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Mr. Harbo 


DATE__May 20, 1944 Mr. Hendon, 
TFB: AL Mr. McGuire 
: Mr. Mumford 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. C Mr. Piper 


Mr. Quinn Tamm. 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 


Res Information Regarding Secret 
Ink Set Out in Censorship 
oe Bulletin. 


Reference is made to the attached memorandum dateq ~¥@* Waris 
May 11, 1944, from Mr, Powell to Mr. Ladd, Mr. Chambers, eee 
working upon secret ink examinations in the Physics and Chemist: 


| 
Section, advises that some of information referred to was not Wh 

known to the. Laborato and according! vs Wdt,,19.,sugeested. that thi 
soures, of the. infomatigh bedetermined 20, get-out bowel. 's 


recommendation, The identity of these materials is desired 4? ne 
is possible to obtain it, 
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. Respectfully, 
43 {. ?- : 
os T. F. Baughman 
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(INFORMATIVE MEMORANDUM - NoT TO BE SENT TO FILES SECTION) 


DEULASS 21 AlION AUTHORITY CRRIVEL 2a. 


el AUTOMATIC DR LASSIE TC ATION GUIDE 


vA 


NA be requested to suggest to Censorship's source the Bureau's intere 


MR, De MN. 
FROM Mr. W. J. Powel 
SUBJECT: INFORMATION REGARDING SECRET INK SET 


OUT IN CENSORSHIP BULLETIN 


Attached is Technical Operations Bulletin has dated May 
1944, As you know, a Technical Operations Bulletin is issued weekly 
- the local censorship branches and the information therein receives 
limited dissemination in each Censorship station depending on the 
security value of the content, The Bulletins are being received by 
the Bureau and are being filed in 62-62736 Sub 1, and the file is being 
maintained in the office of the Censorship Unit. 


ve 


The attached Bulletin, however, appears to be of interest to 


the Bureau Laboratory and: to the Espionage Section since the second. - - 
pape sets out informat i 7 e able so ~ GED : 


om 2 shele: = 


A discreet attempt was made by the writer to ascertain the 
source of this information from Mr. Wolgemuth of the Office of Censorship; 
however, he stated that he is morally bound not to divulge it to anyone, 
In view of this, he was not pressed for the information, 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that the attached be routed to the Laboratory 
for its information as well as to the Espionage Section, Since it is 
not known whether or not this information was previously received in the 
Bureau, no attempt will be made to ascertain Censorship's source; however, 
if the Laboratory or Espionage Section deem it pertinent, Wolgemuth will 


st and 
to have this source go inform the Bureau, . 


Attachment EX - 39 


tel? 


° THE OFFICE oF CENSORSHIP 
TECHNICAL OPERATIONS DIVISTEy WK -/ 


TOGURICAL OFBSATICNS BULLETIN Wo. 35 


RECOMMENDED READING 


seamen ietent eh eniaeotaeanaeestaalaor ota ent tau eed 
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fhe Usy, 19h), Haader's DMgeet contains on pees 360, ine 
an artiele entitled "Esetenage De Taxe® , oy er Redne DoLlemy 
condensation from The Amarican Moroney, “itay Wak, of an exrticle enlled 
The Trassury Traps Spies." Phis webertal is sons ea reads eae 
for Special Sesurlty person iL, Gable Censors, an Postal Busine a 
Finance exeniners. 


The writer discusses the extivities and pula 
Pands Control branch of the U. 3. spell Department on. a 
clasrly how effogtive the work of thet orgonigaiion has been ir 
counhemesplonaze, parbleals vy by ‘paket the onamy agen 
him, écieing hie poymasters and saan: off hie funds 
aluo polated out that in sddition bo soarees of dr: 
Treasuvy Department loivel.f, Foretgn runds Contes has be 
performance of its functions by Save: sigearce awd ime aod abs 
by. Censorehin. 


It ts believed that this account of the ache PENS 
be especially stisle ating to Gabie Conscre and bo Bueinoss ik 
examinara, sines cons sorship's coutrioutions to the con ian SUCK 
the comnerclal and finencial phas te of coUntere_. oe a 
on theiy alertness and acwaen. Even a casual reading of 
leaves Little doubt thet despite the pean stmants of t 
be no relaxation in cur efforts to coteet the ena: SLO 
however intricate their ranificathions may ‘be. In cowbstiay 
espionage no one engeged in say phase of censorship operat tee 1s 
feel that he lacks the opnortumi ty to make a Yetydtca." 


ne 
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SHE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS RESTRICTED To SPE OSA SECURCIY ASSISTANTS AMD 
LES 7S aaa 


' A bishiy reliable ; source has provided the fol, cihag infosnatdon 
whieh is veported to have been obtoined from a German. 


Tester nidhbepatuibaiateanintaaiidhimiabaieenadaetnant oncinemiaiedl 
TENANCE AITO WIE AROSE RON RSE EnS SIERERIC NNMRNE 2 SAA REITER ETT 
Ce kerr ea od ; ; 
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REGOMMENDED ACTION FOR POSTAL SPECIAL SROURTTY asszsvatis’ 


caimnaienmoniadiandsan ater te ee) 


Tha information contained in paragrach cma, above, is congiderad 
to pertain chiefly to the operationg of T/C persorncl. and Peruel Poss 
examiners. The SSA should discreetly inform the head of such unite te 
alert all such personel to the possibilities of tiems of the wpe spselfiad, 

Similar action is recommended in connertion with the information 
contained in parapraph three, above, which ls considered to pertain to the 
operations of T/C persomel and Presa and Publications personnel. 


DE LASS 2 IUCATICN AUTSCRIT: CERI VEL 2 - 
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FRI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CUIDE ) os Me, B.A. Tomes 
@ Mr. Clogs 
Dederal Bureau of Investigation (Mies hada 
: + Wiebe 
United States Department of Justice eae 


Washington, BD. €. 
May 13, 194d, 
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in the course of our discussion with Ur. Pierce of U. S. 


Censorship at the time of his visit on Wednesday , Hay 10, 1944, it was 
bought out that Consorsnin plans to bezin spraying 


| 


r b3 Per CIA 
of: stri. ing Pl wage routine es e ! : 
which, when” spre of our two main secret ink 


Tet hod « Ks you know, we have a number 
of ways to use such as powders a and treated paper but in 
all_cases the development is accomplished by spraying with 

readins the result in ultraviolet Licht. 


, .b3 Per CIA 
In connection with the spraying of it has 
been observed recently that such technique may already be in use by United 
States or other Censors” ips, as evidenced by the presence of fluorescent 
-marks of the type inade when is sprayed. Ur. Pierce 


stated, however, that '. S. Cs rsnip was as yet using such a procedure. 


Subsecuent. to the above evelopment we received a secret ink letter 
from SIS 167 in theo Aer oem on Nriting Wr 
Ren inks and which bas a very not eabTs aatt Srence in color betwee 
plain ant co IAC ALLY perce oa Ged DS obi roe Willie Sic letter from 
SIS “611 was repor aos g “to you, you. by: Sonovandnt of TP: L944 but it was not 
‘opened by a censor. Jowover, the one written by 169 at Port~au-Prince, 

are ti-and reecived in the oa on Tay 12, 1944 has been opened by the 
Haitian Consorship. This lotter (uri ‘Mich has had no. eter treatment) and- 
its envelope are attached hereto. Yon will notice that it has been decoded | 
325 evidenesd by tae fieures wo wrote in above the off-color characters. 


of both of these 
son made immediately, 
co TE cae Ge 


as ihe Securd ty of all but a fou = ee Bez 
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A LINFORMATION 


CC-2872 Mr. Tolson 


soli epsar Hocven & e Mr. EB, A. Tamm, 
Mr. Clegg’ 
Federal Bureay of Investigation Mr. Coffey. 
Mr. Glavin 
United States Department of Justice _ Mr. Lada 
: “ Mr. Nichols 
\ Washington, B. C. sie Saeon : 
eo September 5, 1944 ? Tracy 
. ° 
Mr. Harbo 
Bee ‘ Mr. Hendon 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COFFEY. ; Mr. Mumford, 
5) Mr. Piper . 
Res Mutilated sis #913 Secret Ink Mr. Starke 
Letter dated 8/5/44, at Sao Paulo Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
~ 22 Tele. Room 
— When the secret ink message was developed, it was noted Mr... Nease 
that the last two words had been cut in half. This showed that Miss Beahm 
A some one had cut off the bottom part of + where the Miss Ga + ee 
Tain text did not covers ie Is was probably done by the Drazilian 
Sensors SS EhS SEPeISBe con ained only their censored sticker. ——— 


NN) The renoved piece of the letter must have been subjected to tests for 
. secre * 
‘ Sect 


v Lo 
WN It is believed as the portion of secret writing that was cut off | 
was so small and ‘the ink so well plied no development was made. The part / 
of the letter received showed no evidence that it had been treated for 
\) 


secret ink. , BLA; i GS —3h7 
In the future all SIS Agents will be instructed to wreiwpin weirs 

RApecret message so that it will be impossible to cut that «pers: 

Hocument without also cutting away the plain texte © af Seroy eke 


Respectfully, a : 
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S70CT1 41064 


Office of the Legal Attache 


Buenos Aires, Argentina 
August 12, 1944 


Director, FBI PERSONAL AND Cor 
; VIA DIPLOMATIC AIR CO POUCH 


Dear Sir: Att: Technical Laboratory 


Reference is made to your cablegrem dated August 7, 1944, regarding 
“Emergency Informants for Argentina", This cablegram directed that in order 
to assure availability of materials to prepare for secret ink and developer 
in Argentina that inquiries should be made concerning certain materials. 
Through interviews with drug experts in the Proclaimed List Section of the 
American Embassy, Buenos Aires, Mr. Harold H. Goltz, Calle Belgrano 3655, 
Buenos Aires, manager of Parke, Davis & Company in Argentina, and inquiries 
at representative drug stores throughout the city of Buenos Aires, it has been’ 
determined what solutions and materials are available. ‘The results are as 
follows: 


No American companies sell a solution of this type in Argentina. 
This solution is very simple and most. well-known drug stores have their 
own formulas. They sell under their own trademark. ‘Three of the better 
known solutions readily available in drug stores in Argentina are being 
forw. i ‘ 


— being forwarded to the Bureau one Local product readily 


All of the materials which were submitted by the Buenos Aires Attache 
are being retained in the laboratory's collection of foreign drugs. No attenpt 
is being made here to describe in detail the procedures and cautions necessary 
in the employing of each of the above secret inks. This data will be imparted to 
the students individually in the course of their background training and labora- 
tory practice. 


Respectfull 
Pe? 


(7A) 
T. Fe ‘Baughman 


b3 Per CIA 
b7E fi 


@ , = 


Re: EMERGENCY INFORMANTS FOR ARGENTINA 


b3 Per CIA 
b7E 


VIII DOKESTIC VINEGAR 


A bottle of "Vinagre de Vino", trademarked "Special", sold by 
Gath y Chaves, Ltd., Buenos Aires, was purchased. 


(2) 


Rei: EMERGENCY INFORMANTS FOR ARGENTINA 


All of the above-mentioned products indicated as being products manu- 
factured in Argentina are being forwarded under separate cover to the Bureau 
for experimentation. Where a sufficiently large quantity of American manu- 
factured drugs were found available to assure that they might always be 
purchased during any emergency period in Argentina, no purchase of local 
products was made. 


In referenced cablegram there is a list of twelve items that may be 
used or are necessary for the developing of secret ink. Inquiries reveal 
that the only one of these items not readily available in Argentina’ is carbon 
tetrachloride. It is practically impossible to secure this product in 
Argentina. . 


Acetic acid, hydrochloric acid,. chlorofom, grain alcohol, and nitric 
acid are available in large quantities and their continued availability is 
assured due to the fact that their supply in Argentina is almost exclusively 
produced here. The nitric acid is of very poor quality. Also, any type of 
laboratory ware, of eithe or foreign manufacture, is available. 

dithizone, sodium nitrite, and beta naphthol 
are all imported but are available in Argentina in large quantities. 


Very truly yours, 


Francis E. Crosby, 
Legal Attache. 


RWH/ jar 


(3) 


Mr, E, A. Tarmen 
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N EDGAR HOOVER 4 . 
DIRECTOR ¢ ; é . ‘ . Mr. Clegg 
is an & Mr. Glavin 
eral Bureau of Investigatto. Mr, Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 
United States Department of Justice nS 


September 21, 1944 Mr. Cottey 
Mr. Honden 


Mr. Holfoman 


Mr. Harbe 


Tele, Rowm 


MEMORANDUM -FOR wm. OFF ia sr Mee Salon Ta 


Mr, Nease 


Miss Beahm 

Reference is made to the eonmnnteataion from the Legal Attache miss canay 
at Buenos Aires, dated August 12, 1944, submitting data and material 
in accordance with requests made. in the Bureau's cablegrain of August Dy: r 
1944+ The data and materials were requested for the purpose of establishing 
a number of locally available products in Argentina as practical for use in 
the preparation of secret inks, and to determine the availability of developer 
materials for these secret inks As not the reference comnunication 
there appears 0 ifficn i ocally the ne ary ma. eri 
he only Scarce iien bein g carbon tetrachloride. This latter material can be 
conveniently substituted, howevere appears that there are American products 
of ‘wide variety easily available in Argentina. 


of. the m nateniate summthet te the neerenes, Lathes fos ungas-deucal ims 


As determined by extensive laboratory testing it was found that the prepara~ 
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tionf ~~~ Lean be ised for the preparation of a good hig b3 Per CIA 


security aecree, nk, of pobential value lue for r use by.o 


EG et QUI ere LR bey 
Several of the other reparations were found to be of particular value for 
use as simple and efficient secret inks by informants « The results of testing 
are as follows? a aia 
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